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PREFACE 


Moved  by  a mighty  desire  to  quicken  the  intimacy 
between  mother  English  and  the  children  of  free 
speech,  the  author  gave  to  his  fellow  Americans, 
about  a year  ago,  that  colossal  product  of  wakeful  nights 
and  dinnerless  days,  the  Foolish  Dictionary  — an  old  man’s 
offering  to  a young  nation’s  vocabulary.  The  Lexicog- 
rapher and  his  message  went  straight  to  that  splendid 
clientele  — beloved  by  capitalists,  cartoonists,  and  getters  of 
votes  — the  Common  People. 

To-day  a greater  need  presses.  Though  their  Diction 
is  safe,  their  Dollars  are  jeopardized.  And  these  same 
Common  People,  swift  to  scent  the  snare  of  the  fowler,  are 
hopelessly  flitting  about,  wondering  into  whose  net  they 
must  ultimately  surrender  the  feathers  of  their  own  plundered 
plumage.  Wherefore  I have  carefully  catalogued  the  facts, 
made  a list  of  the  factors,  analyzed  the  motives  and  memo- 
rized the  methods  of  all  this  Foolish  Finance  business  with 
the  sole  object  of  speaking  with  authority  and  good  humor 
to  these  befogged  and  befuddled  Common  People  — who 
really  seem  in  immediate  need  of  a Primer  equipped  with 
diagTcuns,  raised  letters,  and  a club. 
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For  what  do  I find?  I find  financial  Cosmos,  respectable 
and  full  of  years,  threatened  at  its  gates  by  rebel  upstarts 
from  the  unmapped  outlands  of  Chaos.  Within,  I find  the 
chief  money-changers  full  of  strange  oaths,  and  those  who  sit 
at  the  receipt  of  custom  stricken  with  knee-quake.  Without, 
1 see  the  Pretender  to  Mammon’s  throne  exploding  his  am- 
munition in  periodical  instalments.  Against  the  heavy  artil- 
lery of  the  besieger  are  marshaled  the  sharp-shooters  of  the 
besieged.  The  monthly  detonations  of  the  Lawson  maga- 
zine-gun are  answered  by  the  sharp  staccato  of  the  Donahoe 
repeaters,  supported  by  the  lesser  reports  of  the  Beck  and 
Eckels  pistol-poppings  in  the  after-dinner  engagement.  But 
far  more  significant  to  me  is  the  spectacle  that  intervenes. 
For  between  the  battle  lines,  compassed  by  all  the  fire  and 
smoke  and  din  and  blinding  confusion,  are  huddled  the  Com- 
mon People,  helpless,  dazed,  deserted.  TTiey  have  waited 
long  for  the  great  “Amen”  in  the  horrid  antiphonal  of 
War. 

And  so  to  the  innocent  non-combatant  1 bring  my  mes- 
sage of  cheer,  my  map  of  The  Way  Out.  I have  cut  the 
cordon  of  fustian  and  fulmination  and  would  lead  the  poor, 
confused  Common  People  back  from  the  firing-line  to  the 
mess-tent,  back  to  a feast  of  facts  and  a flow  of  Wurdz  that 
shall  satisfy  the  intellect  and  refresh  the  soul. 

But  in  all  that  I shall  say,  do  not  impugn  my  motives  nor 
suspect  the  sincerity  of  my  utterance.  Remember,  too,  that 
the  cutting  blade  of  satire  has  the  best  of  temper  — like  your- 


PREFACE 


1 1 

selves.  Heaven  forbid  that  1 should  ever  speak,  save  with 
reverence,  of  the  enduring  edifice  of  Capital,  even  as  I speak 
only  with  condolence  of  its  hewers  of  wood  and  its  carriers 
of  water. 

So  while  the  warriors  are  disputing  their  title  to  your  purse, 
away  out  yonder  at  the  guns,  may  you,  the  Common  People, 
find  place  in  my  School  of  Foolish  Finance,  where  I shall 
try,  not  to  “ teach  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot,”  but  to  show 
the  Old  Idea,  properly  Capitalized,  how  to  swim. 

GIDEON  WURDZ. 

Boston,  May,  1905. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


WHAT  IS  FOOLISH  FINANCE? 


Foolish  Finance  is  a Science. 
It  is  the  Science  of  parting  a 
Fool  and  his 
Finances. 

It  has  also  a ^ 

Great  Mission. 

This  Mission  is 
the  evolution  of 
Plutocrats  from 
Other  People’s 
Money. 

Foolish  Finance  is  practised  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  But  the  practice 
that  makes  perfect  is  found  in  Wall 
Street,  New  York,  and  State  Street, 
Boston,  U.  S.  A. 

Foolish  Finance,  in  its  perfected 
form,  is  of  quite  recent  development. 
But  in  technical  twists  and  profitable 
returns  it  already  exceeds  the  Pro- 
fession of  Law,  Medicine,  Burglary, 


A Perfected 
Science 


FOOLISH  FINANCE 


16 


Prominent 

Foolish 

Financiers 


Definition 
of  the 
System 


! Suppressing  the  G)^sy  Moth  or  Rais- 
ing Squabs  for  Market. 

Nor  does  Foolish  Finance  yet  show 
signs  of  being  Overcrowded. 

Many  of  our  Experts  in  Foolish 
Finance  are  Distinguished  Citizens; 
all  noted  for  their  devotion  to  Every 
Good  Thing. 

Among  these  are  J.  P.  Morgan  of 
New  York,  J.  D.  Rockefeller  of  the 
New  Jerusalem,  Thomas  W.  Lawson 
I of  Dreamwalled,  and  Mrs.  Cassie 
Chadwick  of  The  Tombs  and  the 
I Cleveland  County  Jail. 

I Individually,  each  of  these  is  known 
as  a Capitalist. 

Collectively,  they  make  up  what  is 
known  as  The  System. 

The  System  is  an  inhuman  organ- 
ism whose  function  is  the  transmuta- 
tion of  baser  materials  into  Gold  — 
be  they  Steel,  Oil,  Copper,  or  coun- 
terfeit Carnegie  Autographs. 

In  Biology,  this  function  is  known 
as  Ossification  — the  changing  of  pure 
Nerve  into  Bones. 
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Hauling 
Away  the 
Money 


The  Vehicles  used  by  the  System 
for  hauling  away  Other  People’s 
Money  are  known  as  Banks,  Trust 
Companies  and  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panies. 

A Bank  may  be  found  in  any 
community  equipped  with  a Retail 
Grocery  and  a Rural  Delivery  Route. 

Trust  and  Life  Insurance  Com- 
panies are  addicted  to  large  cities 
only.  But  the  Life  Insurance  Agent 
is  found  in  the  Uttermost 
parts  of  the  Earth. 

The  Rules  for  Foolish 
Finance  are  very  simple. 

They  are : — 

First,  Select  your  Fool. 

Second,  Locate  his  Fi- 


nances. 

Third,  Subtract  the 
Second  from  the  First, 
which  gives  You  the  Dif- 
ference— in  Checks,  Bills, 
or  Coin,  as  preferred. 

This  Difference  is  k 
Capital. 


nown  as 
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A Little 
Matter  of 
Subtraction 


Example  I gives  us  the  Process  expressed 
in  signs  and  figures : 

Let  A = The  Fool. 

B = His  Money. 

C = Capital. 

A-B-=  C.  " 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Sign  of  Sub- 
traction is  a short,  straight  line  — reading 
minus,  or  less,  — which  expresses  a long, 
crooked  Process. 

This  Process  is  best  explained 
by  Example  2 : 

Let  A=  A Farmer,  who  has 
received  30c  for  a Bushel  of 
Potatoes. 

Let  B = A Capitalist,  with  a 
Small  Gas- Pipe  and  some  Skill 
at  Subtraction. 

A,  having  received  the  money 
for  his  Murphies,  deposits  the 
30c  in  the  Homespun  Hosiery 
Bank. 

B,  the  Capitalist,  calls  at  the 
Bank  and  readily  gets  1 Oc  of 

A’s  money  on  the  strength  of  his  title  to  the 
Small  Gas- Pipe.  B then  organizes  the 
Western  Hemisphere  Gas- Pipe  Trust,  and  ' 
tags  it  with  a 30c  price-mark. 

B again  visits  the  Bank,  and  by  virtue  of 
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his  ownership  of  the  W.  H.  Gas- Pipe  Trust 
gets  the  remaining  20c  of  A’s  money. 

Then  B sends  one  of  his  Persuaders  into 
the  Potato  Patch,  where  he  induces  A to 
buy  the  W.  H.  Gas-Pipe  Trust  for  30c. 

B gets  A*s  check  for  the  30  and  A gets  the 
Pipe-Trust,  bought  with  1 Oc  of  His  Own 
Money  while  he  slumbered  at  the  Hoe. 

The  last  step  in  Foolish  Finance  comes  a 
few  months  later,  when  A,  finding  the  Small 
Gas- Pipe  a poor  tool  for  Spring  Planting, 
decides  to  exchange  it  for  Cash,  with  which 
to  buy  a new  Harrow  and  a Patent  Manure 
Spreader. 

So  A offers  his  Pipe  line  to  B for  30c. 
But  B,  knowing  its  Real  Value,  will  give  him 
but  1 Oc. 

Whereupon,  A wakes  up  to  find  that 
nothing  can  be  Harrowed  this  season  but 
his  Personal  Feelings,  though  he  may  spread 
a little  fertilizer  on  B’s  shabby  behavior. 

Pipes, 
Potatoes, 
and  Pillage 

By  a careful  study  of  this  Example, 
our  Readers  can  readily  grasp  the 
secrets  of  either  of  these  worthy 
Vocations. 

Should  you  decide  to  become  an 
Operator  in  Small  Potatoes,  this 
Adage  should  be  remembered: 

Trade 

Secrets 
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Good 

Advice 
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A Bone  in  the  Hand  is  worth 
Two  in  the  Bank. 

If  you  are  determined  to  be  a Cap- 
italist, paste  this  one  in  your  hat : 

A Small  “ Pipe  ” often  leads  to  a 
large  Haul. 

This,  in  brief,  is  Foolish  Finance. 

This  is  the  Science  of  Parting 
Fool  and  His  Finances. 


a 


CHAPTER  11. 


THE  INFANT  INDUSTRY 


Among  the  numerous  chil- 
dren of  The  System  the 
first-bom  is  known  as  an 
Industry. 

An  Industry  is  a business  part- 
nership frequently  established  be- 
tween a Brow  of  Sweat  and  a 
Forehead  of  Wrinkles. 

The  Brow  of  Sweat  is  generally 
one  of  the  Knights  of  Labor. 

The  Forehead  of  Wrinkles 
is  always  a Captain  of  Industry. 

The  duty  of  the  first  is  to 
Work. 

The  privilege  of  the  second 
is  to  Worry. 

The  so-called  Infant  Indus- 
try is  found  only  in  the  United 
States. 

It  is  really  only  an  Industry,' 
purposely  kept  too  weak  to 
wean  by  a systematic  diet  of  water, 
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The  Payroll 
Disease 


A Waste  of 
Breath 


It  generally  has  Head-ache  in  the 
Office  and  Back-ache  at  the  Bench. 

It  is  also  troubled  by  two  chronic 
diseases  known  as  Syndicate  Fever 
and  Unionism. 

Syndicate  Fever  involves  Financial 
ankylosis  — a joining  of  the  Bones  of 
one  Individual  with  those  of  Others, 
with  a view  to  permanent  Grafting ; 
this  is  always  accompanied  by  a 
gradual  Necrosis  of  the  Payroll. 

Unionism  is  a persistent  skin  trouble 
afflicted  with  Scabs.  The  usual  symp- 
toms are  sudden  stoppages  in  the  Pro- 
ductive Tract  and  a restricted  Circu- 
lation of  Wages,  usually  attended  by 
a pulmonary  affection  involving  a con- 
tinual Waste  of  Breath. 

Both  of  these  complaints  are  at- 
tended by  a profuse  secretion  of  Bile 
and  an  overflow  of  Spleen. 

When  these  are  not  enough  to  kill. 
Heart  Failure  commonly  sets  in,  and 
the  Infant  Industry  is  permanently 
weakened. 

For  combating  the  ravages  of 


THE  INFANT  INDUSTRY 


23 


Unionism,  the  Protective  Tariff  Poul- 
tice is  universally  applied.  In 


ex- 


The  Poultice 
Cure 


immediate 


tremely  critical  cases  — 
though  rarely  — amputa- 
tion of  the  Working- Day 
is  resorted  to,  and  a mild 
Higher- wage  Stimulant 
administered  to  prevent 
dissolution. 

In  cases  of  Syndicate  Fever,  Nature 
must  take  her  course.  There  is  no 
known  remedy. 

It  is  true  that  prophylactic  meas- 
ures are  occasionally  attempted,  such 
as  Anti-Trust  Bandaging,  with  legal 
Red-Tape,  localized  Bleeding  at  the 
Bar  of  Justice,  allopathic  doses  for 
Undigested  Securities,  and  generous 
injections  of  Internal  Revenue  to 
reduce  the  swelling  in  certain  Trade 
Arteries. 


Swollen 

Trade 

Arteries 
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The  Con- 
gressional 
Gold  Cure 

All  these,  however,  act  as  Tonics 
for  building  up  The  System. 

Periodic  attacks  of  Nervous  Pros- 
tration also  add  to  the  life  burden 
of  the  Infant  Industry.  Such  attacks 
appear  regularly  during  a Presidential 
Campaign  or  a Session  of  Congress. 
For  this  disorder,  however,  the  Gold 

The  Rabbit 

Trust 

Cure  is  usually  efficacious,  when  ap- 
plied in  the  Right  Place. 

For  creating  an  Industry,  the  fol- 
lowing prospectus  of  the  Breed  and 
Butcher  Rabbit  Company  will  give 
the  reader  a clear  exposition  of  the 
essential  means  and  methods: 

THE  INFANT  INDUSTRY 
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(INCORPORATED,  1905) 


H.  E.  Burrows, 

President 

A.  Whyte  Hare, 

T reasurer 


Speedwell  Swift, 

Secretary 

Will.  Breed, 
Auditor 


Burrows  is 
President 


THE  BREED  AND  BUTCHER 
RABBIT  COMPANY 
OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

(UNLIMITED) 


This  corporation  is  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Nature  for  the  purpose 
of  buying,  selling,  and  breeding  the  domestic 
quadruped  known  as  the  Rabbit:  and  for 
the  preparation  and  sale  of  such  parts  of  the 
said  Rabbit  as  now  are,  or  which  may  here- 


A Charter 
from  the 
State  of 
Nature 
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A $40,000,000 
Proposition 

after  become,  articles  of  commerce  ; and  for 
the  buying,  selling,  building,  or  leasing  of  land 
or  buildings  which  may  be  necessary  for  the 
carrying  on  of  such  business ; and  to  do  and 
perform  all  such  other  lawful  acts  as  may  be 
requisite  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  said  corporation. 

The  Capital  Stock  of  the  company  is 
$40,000,000  divided  into  400,000  shares 

of  the  par  VcJue  of  $ 1 00  each,  as  follows : 

Just  Look 
at  the 

Assets ! 

Non-cumulative  10%  Pre- 
ferred Stock  ....  $20,000,000 
Common  Stock  ....  20,000,000 

Total  ....  $40,000,000 

The  Assets  of  the  company  are  as 
follows : 

One  Pair  healthy,  young 

Rabbits  ....  $2.50 

Promoter’s  Faith,  Hope 
and  Nerve  . . . 39,999,997.50 

Total  . . .$40,000,000.00 

Rabbits 

are  Good  at 
Multipli- 
cation 

The  enormous  fecundity  of  the  Rabbit  is 
a fact  sufficiently  well  known  as  to  require 
no  demonstration.  Baron  Cuvier,  the  great 
French  Naturalist,  asserts  that  a single  pair, 
in  four  years,  if  unmolested,  would  become 
the  progenitors  of  a number  estimated  at 
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1,250,000.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
they  begin  breeding  at  the  age  of  six 
months,  having  six  to  eight  litters  a year, 
with  an  average  of  six  to  the  litter,  and  it 
is  easily  demonstrable,  by 
the  laws  of  arithmetical 
progression,  that  the  in- 
crease of  the  original  pair, 
and  that  of  their  progeny, 
will  amount  at  the  end 


four  years  to  the  enormous  number  of 

94,968,824  Rabbits. 

The  flesh  of  the  Rabbit  forms  a highly  ^ Highly 

nutritious  and  easily  digested  article  of  food,  Nutritious 

which,  if  supplied  to  the  market  in  suffi- 
cient quantity  at  a reasonable  figure,  would 
doubtless  displace,  in  large  measure,  the 
consumption  of  Chicago  Dressed  Meats, 
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A Boom  for 
Georgia 


and  put  a perpetual  crimp  in  the 
Beef  Trust. 

Rabbit  skins  are  already  used 
in  the  arts,  in  the  manufacture 
of  hats,  and  as  imitations  of  the 
more  expensive  furs.  The  en- 
trcdls,  when  properly  dried  and 
prepared,  make  an  excellent  fer- 
tilizer, besides  forming  one  of  the 
main  elements  in  the  manufacture 
of  patent  Breakfast  Foods.  Add 
to  all  this  the  steady  and  increas- 
ing demand  for  the  Rabbit’s  left 
hind  foot  as  a lucky  charm,  and 
it  will  readily  be  seen  that  there 
is  no  part  of  the  animal  unavail- 
able for  commercial  purposes. 

The  Company  has  secured 
options  on  extensive  tracts  of 
land  in  Cracker  County, 

Southern  Geor- 
gia, where  labor 
and  material  are 
both  abundant 
and  cheap.  It  is  proposed 
to  begin  work  at  once  on  the 
necessary  buildings  and  to 
start  the  business  within  sixty 
days  from  the  closing  of  the 
subscription  books.  The 
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profits  from  the  business  as  planned  by  the 
company  promise  to  be  very  large,  and  will 
undoubtedly  yield  handsome  dividends  on  the 
capitaJ  stock. 

Subscriptions  will  now  be  received  by  the 
undersigned  on  the  basis  of  one  share  of  1 0 % 
Non-Cumulative  Preferred  Stock,  with  a bo- 
nus of  one  share  of  Common  Stock,  for  $ 1 00, 
payable  on  allotment. 

For  subscription  blanks  or  further  particu- 
lars, address 

DOOLITTLE,  WORK  & SKINNEM, 

Fiscal  Agents  for  the  Company. 

999  Wall  Street, 

New  York  City. 

You  Can’t 

Lose 

Attention  is  called  to  the  subjoined  figures, 
giving  the  estimated  results  of  the  first  four* 
years’  business.  This  estimate  has  been  pre- 
pared at  the  request  of  the  company  by 
Herr  Ananias  Heibrau,  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Moral  Philosophy  at  the  University  of 
Heidelberg,  Germany : 

Expert 

Opinion 

from 

Germany 

30 
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Net  Profits  for  four  years $27,700,000 

Average  per  year ’ • . $6,925,000 

Deduct  1 0%  dividends  on  preferred  stock  ....  2,000,000 

Leaving  balance  of  nearly  25%  for  common  stock  . . . $4,925,000 


CHAPTER  III. 


A RAILROAD 


A RAILROAD  is  a commu- 
nity’s Common  Carrier. 

It  carries  commodities  known 


as  Stocks. 

Of  these  there  are  four  kinds  — 
Rolling  Stock,  Live  Stock,  Capital 
Stock,  and  Laughing  Stock. 

The  Rolling  Stock  represents  Cars 
and  Locomotives ; the  Live  Stock, 
Politicians,  Plutocrats,  and  Cattle  on 
the  Hoof;  the  Capital  Stock,  Wealth 
and  Riches. 

The  Laughing  Stock  is  confined 
solely  to  the  Common  People,  who 
pay  all  the  fares,  settle  all  the  freight 
bills,  and  buy  all  the  watered  securi- 
ties, in  spite  of  Opper,  Puck,  and 
Judge. 

The  Rolling  Stock  moves  on 
Wheels,  the  Statesmen  and  Billion- 
aires on  passes;  the  Capital  Stock 


Four  Kinds 
of  Stock 


j Laughing 
j Stock  Pre- 
ferred 
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Pay  in 
Advance 


Cedar  Ties 
and  Paper 
Bonds 


The  Itiner- 
ant Phono- 
graphs 


takes  to  itself  Wings  and  the  Common 
People  take  Tickets — payable  always 
in  advance. 

Railroads  were  originally  operated 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Public, 
according  to  the  laws  and  at  reason- 
able profits. 

They  are  now  run,  however,  in 
defiance  of  the  law  and  the  profits  for 
the  benefit  of  The  System,  a New 
York  Oil  Pedler,  and  two  or  three 
Chicago  Butchers. 

Railroads  occupy  a large  portion 
of  the  Earth’s  Surface  and  the  World 
of  Finance,  being  bound  to  the  first 
by  ties  of  cedar  and  to  the  second  by 
Bonds  of  First  Mortgage. 

Railroads  are  managed  by  Presi- 
dents, Vice-Presidents,  and  Directors, 
assisted  by  Theodore  Roosevelt  and 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 

The  duties  of  the  President  and 
Vice-President  are  to  make  Anti- 
legislation speeches  for  after-dinner 
use,  to  circulate  frequently  and  sumptu- 
ously in  Private  Cars,  and  to  recognize 
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an  eligible  Merger  in  time  to  pull  an 
invitation  to  the  Coming-Out  Party. 

The  Directors  must  stand  in  in- 
stant readiness  to  vote  a Pass  to  a 
Politician,  a Plutocrat,  or  an  Annual 
Dividend. 

The  annual  income  of  a Railroad 
is  derived  solely  from  the  Common 
People.  ; 

If  the  Common  People  have  to  give 
their  Goods  or  their  Persons  a ride  on 

I 

the  cars,  the  Ordeal  always  costs  them 
from  one  to  five  cents  per  mile. 

If  a Money-King  or  a Law-Maker 
is  confronted  by  the  same  necessity, 
he  is  given  a Perpetual  Pass  for  him-  | 
self  and  Family  and  Unlimited  Re-  I 
bates  for  his  Goods. 

The  Unlimited  Rebate  is  a kind  : 
of  Rain  Check,  issued  by  the  Man- 
agement, entitling  the  Holder  to 
another  Free  Admission  after  the  i 
Game  has  been  called  off  on  account 
of  Bad  Grounds. 

As  an  example  of  Rebates,  we  j 
print  the  following  reproduction  of  a i 


Please 
Pass  the 
Dividends ! 


Who  Pays 
the  Bills  ? 


Rain  Checks 
and  Rebates 
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freight  bill,  recently  exhumed  from  the 
buried  strong-box  of  the  Slandered  Oil 
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PENCILMANIA  RAILROAD  CO. 

Rules  and  Regulations 

1 . Conductors  must  punch  a hole  in  every 
ticket,  to  let  the  Passenger  go  through. 

2.  All  brakemen  caught  between  bumpers 
will  be  summarily  discharged.  The  Com- 
pany’s rule  against  drinking  must  be  enforced. 

3.  Engineers  and  firemen  will  refrain  from 
holding  hands  in  the  engine-cab. 

4.  No  loafing  will  be  allowed  around  the 
time-tables  posted  in  the  stations.  Passengers 
must  solve  the  Company’s  puzzles  in  their 
own  homes. 

Beware  of 
the  Bumper 

5.  All  stations  will  be  closed  during  meal 
hours.  Passengers  desiring  to  take  trains  at 
such  times  will  be  escorted  outside  by  the 
Station  Agent,  where  they"may  sit  on  the  rails 
and  hang  their  feet  over. 

6.  All  members  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Commission  found  enjoying  a free  ride 
on  the  trucks  must  be  gently  but  firmly 
ejected  by  the  brakemen.  The  Company 
is  very  conservative  in  extending  transporta- 
tion privileges  to  any  of  our  influential  states- 

Sit on  the 

Rails 

men. 

7.  For  patrons  desiring  to  ask  a ques- 
tion of  a Ticket  Agent  we  recommend  the 
liberal  use  of  Nerve  Food  or  other  Stimu- 
lants. 

8.  Brakemen  will  continue  to  announce 
stations  vstithout  the  aid  of  a megaphone. 
A brakeman  inadvertently  tried  one  last  year, 
and  several  passengers  complained  that  his 
speech  was  almost  intelligible. 

No  Mega- 
phones 
Allowed 

FREIGHT  BILL. 

Slandered  Oil  Co.  \Ab%9  Station.  4-12,  1905 

Destination,  Hoboken  N.  J.  Car  Initials,  S.  P.  L.  Car  No.  120,420 

Via  Providence.  Consignor,  Slandered  Oil  Co. 
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Total  to  collect  . $0.60 

April  20,  1905.  Received  Payment,  BILL  M.  STRONG,  Agent. 
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Mountain  Lion 


Cow  on  Track  i Brakeman’s  Lunch 


CHAPTER  IV. 


A MINE 


AS  is  well  known,  a Mine  is 
“ A Hole  in  the  Ground 
owned  by  a Liar.” 

But,  beyond  this  obvious  truth, 
a Mine  offers  certain  distinctive 
Inducements  to  the  Broker  and 
the  Investor. 

For  the  Broker  a Mine  offers 
a splendid  Opening  to  a man  of 
Mettle,  who  can  lose  a Lode 
without  showing  it. 

For  the  Investor,  it  offers  an 
equally  available  Opening  to  the 
Man  of  Means,  who  can  lose 
a Margin  without  showing  it. 

Mines  may  be  found  in  all  parts 
of  the  World,  or,  in  fact,  wher- 
ever two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  the  name  of  Promotion. 

A Mine  usually  has  a legal  residence 
in  New  Jersey,  though  the  actual 
Working-Shaft  is  commonly  located 


A Mine 
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on  the  boards  of  the  Bucket  Shop  in 


Claims 

Everywhere 

the  chief  financial  centres. 

A Mine’s  holdings  are  known  as 
Claims  — located  in  a western  Wil- 
derness that  is  inaccessible  and  an 
eastern  Prospectus  that  can  be  had 
anywhere. 

The  principal  functions  of  a Mining 
Company  are : — 

Strong  on 
Fiction 

1 . The  Launching  of  Stocks  — small, 
ticklish  craft  propelled  through  water  by 
means  of  Ores. 

2.  The  publication  of  popular  works  of 
Fiction,  including  Hie  Prospectus,  The  Daily 
Advertisement  and  TTie  Annual  Report. 

3.  The  accumulation  of  a Sinking  Fund 
— the  Funds  being  supplied  by  the  Common 
People  and  the  Company  doing  the  Sinking. 

• ' 

Throws 

Some  Dust 

There  are  several  kinds  of  Mines, 
the  most  important  of  the  fifty-seven 
Varieties  being  Gold,  Silver,  and  Cop- 
per. Each  has  peculiar  properties  of 
its  own. 

A Gold  Mine  is  always  good  for 
a little  dust  — in  the  eyes  of  the  In- 
vestor. 
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A Silver  Mine  is  generally  all 
Cloud,  without  the  traditional  lining. 

The  product  of  a Copper  Mine  is 
“one  of  the  Finest.”  The  largest 
producer  of  Coppers  is  Ireland,  and 
the  biggest  importers  are  the  kitchens 
of  America. 

“Working  a Mine”  consists  of  the 
extraction  of  valuable  metals  from  the 
most  available  source  at  the  point  of 
least  resistance.  Hence  the  first  tap- 
ping of  the  vain  begins  at  a point  at 
or  near  the  Self-Satisfied  Investor, 
located  everywhere  in  the  civilized 
East.  Later  on,  a few  veins  may  be 
punctured  in  the  soil  of  the  rough-and- 
tumble  West,  just  to  free  the  Investor 
from  worry,  even  though  the  miners 
are  somewhat  exercised. 

The  actual  process  of  “Working 
the  Mine”  is  fully  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing document,  an  official  report  of 
one  of  the  world’s  great  producers : 


Kitchen  Im- 
portations 


Tapping  the 
Vain 


Working 
the  Mine 
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The  Broad 
Way  and 
the  Bull 
Market 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  GREEDE  CONSOLIDATED 
COPPER  COMPANY 

TTie  Greede  Consolidated  Copper  Com- 
pany is  happily  located  in  Canaan  of  Mexico 
and  the  Broad  Street  (that  leadeth  to  de- 
struction) of  New 
York  City  , and  is 
engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction  of  base 
metals  and  a bull 
market. 

The  Mexican 
territory  began  to 
'"CP 
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be  worked  four  years  ago ; that  of  Hie  Street 
somewhat  earlier.  The  company  was  char- 
tered in  1 899  under  the  impression  of  the 
West  Virginia  Legislature  that  it  was  to  pro- 
duce copper  bullion  and  an  occasional  divi- 
dend. 

This,  however,  was  a false  alarm.  Dis- 
covering a richer  ore  in  the  fields  of  piracy 
and  pyrotechnics,  the  company,  consisting  of 
his  family,  relatives,  and  friends,  chose  as  its 
president  Col.  “Bill”  Greede  of  Arizona,  ex- 
pert in  Philippics  and  firearms,  and  perpetual 
candidate  for  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  re- 
tirement of  the  late  Capt.  Kidd. 

Headquarters  were  established  in  an  up- 
holstered cave,  fitted  with  carpets  and  call- 
boys,  at  2224  Broad  Street,  New  York 
City.  An  adequate  sum  was  voted  for  the 
construction  of  a company  strong-box,  clinker- 
built  and  copper-riveted,  and  a liberal  ap- 
propriation made  for  the  purchase  of  a 
President’s  arsenal.  Several  water-tight 
compartments  were  installed  for  the  storage 
of  the  Capital  Stock  — also  a cyclone-cellar 
for  the  use  of  those  desiring  interviews  with 
the  President. 

Half  a million  gilt-edged  stock  certificates 
were  prepared  and  printed  as  well  as  50  all- 
guilt annual  reports,  to  be  issued  at  the  proper 
time,  or  as  occasion  demanded. 


A False 
Alarm 


The  Strong 
Box 


All-guilt 

Securities 
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Drilling 
for  Gold 


Unusual  prosperity  has  attended  the  affaiirs 
of  the  company  through  the  first  four  years  of 
its  history.  During  that  time  a working  shaft 
— plainly  visible  to  the  naked  eye  — has  been 
sunk  three  or  four  inches  into  the  copper- 
suspected  soil  of  Mexico,  and  several  larger 
holes  have  been  made  in  the  gold-bearing 
fields  of  New  York  and  Boston.  By  virtue 
of  the  strictest  economy  in  the  employment 
of  mental  and  manual  labor,  the  company 
has  been  enabled  to  entertain  its  Directors 
at  eight  Seelye  dinners  and  three  trips  by 


special  train  to  the  Mexican  diggings,  besides 
buying  a new  cartridge-belt  for  the  Colonel- 


Warranted  I An  undertaking  of  rare  courage  was  the 
to  Shed  publication  of  a special  Mercerized  edition 

of  the  Treasurer’s  report,  warranted  to  shed 
water  in  any  climate.  The  company  is  also 
able  to  report  a handsome  profit  from  the 
sale  of  “Side  Talks  with  Lawson,’*  done  in 
burnt  work  by  the  President. 

We  close  the  annual  statement  with  a very 
concise  and  illuminating  report  from  our  En- 
gineer, showing  the  splendid  condition  of 
affiairs  at  the  mine. 
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ENGINEER’S  REPORT 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Greede  Consolidated  Min- 
ing Company, 

Gendemen:  Herewith  I present  an  an- 
nual report,  in  accordance  with  custom,  show- 
ing the  progress  of  the  year’s  work  at  the 
mine,  in  Canaan  of  Mexico.  I might  men- 
tion, in  passing,  that  this  report  is  in  no  sense 
made  to  special  order,  but  was  taken  at  ran- 
dom from  stock,  and  is  in  every  way  typical 
of  the  splendid  assortment  of  half  a hundred 
duly  shipped  by  you  three  years  ago. 

I beg  leave  to  report,  therefore,  that  the 
mine  is  still  here.  My  first  assistant  has  just 
verified  this  fact  by  referring  to  Greede’s 
Map  of  Mexico,  of  which  fully  one-half 
bears  the  label,  “ Canaan  Mines,”  done  in 
Copper  Half-Tones. 

More  surveying  has  been  done  this  year 
than  last,  the  children  and  unemployed  adults 
of  Canaan  making  this  work  incidental  to 
their  search  for  the  mine’s  main  working- 
shaft,  which  task,  they  affirm,  is  more  baffling 
than  Sam  Loyd  in  the  Sunday  papers. 

Ore  extraction  is  progressing  rapidly. 
Only  yesterday,  Mexican  Pete  brought  in 
three  oars  and  a broken  paddle  which  he 
extracted  from  the  Honora  River,  while  in 
swimming. 


A Sample 
Copy 


Greede’s 
Map  of 
Mexico 


Children 

Enjoy 

Surveying 
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A Hoisting 
Plant  in 
Wall  Street 


A Converter 
is  Disfigured 


Mine  development  continues  at  a rapid 
pace,  although  we  sadly  miss  the  1 00-horse 
power  hoisting-plant  which  you  ordered 
shipped  to  Wall  Street  Icist  December.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  that  it  is  working  well  in 
raising  the  price  of  Greede  Cons.  Stock. 

A large  number  of  cradles  have  been 
installed  in  the  principal  concen- 
trators of  the  place  during  the 
past  year.  For  the  exact  num- 
ber 1 shall  have  to  refer  you 
to  the  Birth-rate  column  of  the 
local  Census. 

1 am  able  to  report  the  great- 
est activity  in  the  Reduction 
works,  no  less  than  seven  new 
saloons  having  been  opened 
within  a year.  Through  their 
efforts,  the  community’s  total 
Assets  have  now  been  reduced 
to  $30  — Mexican. 

I cannot  report  as  favorably 
on  the  converter  which  you 
shipped  here  in  the  Gospel  wagon  a month 
ago.  Within  twenty-four  hours  after  he 
began  missionary  work  at  the  Sign  of  the 
Spigot  he  was  somewhat  stove  in  by  Red- 
Eye  Mike  and  has  not  been  able  to  spread 
the  Good  News  since.  Kindly  send  address 
and  we  will  re-ship  to  factoiy  for  repairs. 
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I cannot  close  without  urging  upon  you 
the  immediate  need  of  a smelter.  The  fish- 
ing in  Honora  River  is  particularly  good,  and 
our  workmen  are  all  fond  of  Smelts.  As  for 
a crew,  1 feel  certain  I can  get  hold  of  a 
sufficient  number  to  work  the  ship,  as  fully 
three-quarters  of  the  population  have  had 
long  experience  in  handling  schooners. 

Respectfully  yours, 

D.  POORE  PICKINS, 

Engineer. 

P.  S.  Two  Lawson  Crushers  arrived  at  the 
mill  yesterday  from  Boston.  They  were 
immediately  set  in  operation  and  within  two 
hours  reduced  Greede  Consolidated  from 
100  to  45  1-2.  They  were  immediately 
stopped  and  are  now  idle,  awaiting  your 
orders. 


Clever 

Fishermen 


The  Lawson 
Crusher 


CHAPTER  V. 


A GAS  COMPANY 


GAS  COMPANY  is  an  or- 
ganization engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  a commodity  giving 
rise  to  J.  Edward  O’Sullivan  Addicks 
and  a Bad  Odor. 


The  Bad  Odor  circulates  through 
Underground  Private  Pipes,  as  a Com- 
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An 

Inflammable 

bustible,  and  in  the  Public  Prints  as 
an  Inflammable. 

Addicks 

Circulates 

Addicks  also  circulates  Under- 
ground, in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Legislative  Lobbies  and  the  Halls  of 
Justice. 

Addicks  and  the  Bad  Odor  are 

TheBurning 

Issue 

both  dangerous  to  Consumers,  as  As- 
phyxia invariably  sets  in  unless  each 
happens  to  meet  its  match. 

Wherever  either  lights,  there  is  a 
Burning  Issue. 

The  Busy 
Little  Meter 

In  addition  to  the  distribution  of  the 
Bad  Odor,  a Gas  Company  always 
enjoys  a large  revenue  from  numerous 
By-products,  such  as  Limited  Owner- 
ship and  an  Unlimited  Franchise, 
Feeble  Old  Cook  Stoves  coupled  to 
Energetic  Young  Meters,  and  tons  of 
Coke,  warranted  to  cause  Heat  in  the 
best  tempered  families. 

Among  Consumers  a Gas  Com- 
pany does  not  always  enjoy  uninter- 
rupted popularity.  In  certain  cases, 
owing  to  arrears,  the  Consumer  has 
had  his  flow  of  Gas  suddenly  cut  off. 

A GAS  COMPANY 
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In  such  a case  he  generally  substi- 
tutes a flow  of  Hot  Air  and  Petitions 
to  the  Legislature.  Whereupon  the 
Company  again  turns  on  the  Supply  — 
but  carefully  oils  the  Meter. 

Popular  aversion  to  the  Gas  Octo- 
pus has  at  times  gone  so  far  that, 
through  the  encouragement  of  the 
Press,  Congenial  Couples  have  spent 
whole  evenings  together  without  the 
use  of  Gas,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
kind  of  light. 

In  other  cases,  women  noted  for 
Good  Form  have  not  hesitated  to 
kick  the  Chandelier,  even  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Sterner  Sex. 

Addicks  is  also  King  of  Gascony — 
a kingdom  made  up  of  portions  of 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, and  all  of  Delaware.  The 
Consumers’  Monthly  Bills  are  known 
as  Gas-cons. 

Although  never  unprepared  for 
War,  King  Addicks  strongly  prefers 
the  “piping  times  of  Peace”  — and 
corrupt  Promotion. 


No  Lights 
are  Needed 


Chronic 

Kickers 


The 

Gas-cons 
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THE  PARABLE  OF  THE  SIX  GAS 
MAGNATES 


The  Kingdom  of  Success  may  be  likened 
unto  six  Gas  Magnates,  which  took  their 
Books  and  went  forth  to  meet  the  Under- 
writer. 

And  three  of  them  were  wise,  and  three 
were  foolish. 


Just  out 
of  Oil 


They  that  were  foolish  took  their  books, 
but  had  no  Standard  Oil  with  them. 

But  the  wise  had  Oil  on  their 
books,  along  with  the  water. 


And  while  the  Underwriter  pon- 
dered, they  all  slumbered  and  slept. 
And  at  midnight  there  was  a cry 
made,  “ Behold,  the  Underwriter  cometh ; 
go  ye  in  to  meet  him ! ” 


Flashed 
the  Books 


Then  all  those  Magnates  arose  and 
flashed  their  Books. 

And  the  foolish  said  unto  the  wise,  “ Give 
us  of  your  Oil,  or  our  Books  go  out!” 
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But  the  wise  answered,  saying,  “ Not  so ; 
lest  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  you ; but 
go  ye  rather  to  Twenty-Six  Broadway  and 
buy  for  yourselves.” 

And  while  they  went  to  buy,  the  Under- 
writer came ; and  they  that  were  ready  went 
in  with  him  on  the  Ground  Floor:  and  the 
door  was  shut. 

Afterward  also  came  the  other  Magnates, 
saying,  “ Underwriter,  Banker,  — Villain, 
open  unto  us!” 

But  he  answered  and  said,  “ Verily  I say 
unto  you,  I know  you  not  1 ” 

Watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know  neither  the 
day  nor  the  hour  wherein  ye  will  need  Stan- 
dard Oil  for  your  troubled  finance. 


In  on  the 

Ground 

Floor 


“ I know 
you  not ! ” 


CHAPTER  VI. 


A MONOPOLY 


A MONOPOLY  is  a Lone 
/ V Shanty  in  an  Open  Field  on 
^ ^ a Rainy  Day. 

The  Lone  Shanty  is  owned  and 
occupied  by  The  Trust. 

The  Open  Field  is  occupied,  but 
not  owned,  by  the  Common  People. 

The  Lone 
Shanty 

The  Rainy  Day  is  accompanied 
by  the  “ 111  wind  that  blows  nobody 
good  ” — except  The  Trust. 

There  is  no  shelter  from  the  Rain 
except  the  Shanty. 

The  Common  People  know  this. 

So  does  The  Trust. 

Wherefore  The  Trust  names  a 
Price  of  Admission. 

The  Price  is  High,  but  not  Pro- 
hibitive. 

The  111 

Wind 

This  Price  is  “ All  you’ve  got ! ” 

So  the  Common  People  flock  to 
the  door.  Some  Knock,  others  are 

“ All  You’ve 

Got ! ” 
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Stripped  to 
the  Skin 


Silent.  But  All  are  cheerfully 
Stripped  of  their  Possessions  and 
genially  Taken  In  by  The  Trust. 

When  the  Storm  has  blown  over, 
The  Trust  promptly  bows  the  Com- 
mon People  out, 
that  they  may  ac- 


Likewise . 
Soaked 


cumulate  More  Possessions  to  yield 
up  at  the  next  Battle  of  the  Elements. 

Thus  not  only  the  Lone  Shanty 
and  the  Open  Field,  but  the  Common 
People  themselves,  belong  to  The 
Trust. 

If  they  stay  outside,  they  are  Soaked. 
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If  they  go  in,  they  are  Soaked. 

In  the  Field  they  get  a wet  skin, 
in  the  Shanty  a dry  one.  But  the 
Skin  Game  catches  them  both  ways. 

But  some  day  the  Common  People 
may  Wake  Up.  If  they  do,  they 
will  find  in  the  Open  Field  a Stout 

Limb  from 
the  Tree  of 
Knowledge. 
With  this 


The  Big 
Stick  Treat- 
ment 


they  will  raze  the  Lone  Shanty,  pum- 
mel The  Trust,  and  with  The  Pieces 
build  for  themselves  many  little  shan-  Many  Little 
ties  where  they  can  get  in  out  of  the  Shanties 
Rain  and  secure  Bodily  Comfort  at  a j 
Reasonable  Figure.  i 

More  Power  to  the  Common  People!  I 
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Two  Ameri- 
can Beauties 

The  two  most  fascinating  Monop- 
olies among  our  many  American 
Beauties  are  known  as  Oil  and  Beef. 
Their  prepossessing  disposition  and 
taking  ways  are  the  result  of  strict 
adherence  to  the  following  precepts: 
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STANDARD  OIL  AXIOMS 

Blessed  are  the  Poor,  for  they  shall  be 
robbed. 

Blessed  are  they  which  earn,  for  they 
shall  be  discomfited. 

Blessed  are  the  Mercenary,  for  they 
shall  obtain  the  Widow’s  Mite. 

Blessed  are  the  Price-Makers,  for  they 
shall  inherit  the  earth. 

Blessed  are  ye  when  men  shall 
sue  you  and  bring  all  manner  of 
legislation  against  you ; for  so 
would  they  appropriate  the  profits 
which  are  before  you. 

Rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  for  great  is  your  reward  in 
Dividends. 

Ye  are  the  light  of  the  World. 

For  no  man  can  light  a candle, 
a lamp,  or  a gas  plant  which 
weareth  not  the  yoke  of  the 
Standard. 

So  let  your  light  shine  be- 
fore men  that  they,  being  daz- 
zled by  the  brightness,  may  not 
question  the  price  thereof. 
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Killing, 
Stealing  and 
Butchering 


BEEF  TRUST  MANDATES 

Thou  shall  not  kill  — except  at  a profit. 

Thou  shall  not  steal  — when  Roosevelt 
is  looking. 

Thou  shall  not  covet  thy  neighbor’s  Ox  — 
before  it  is  fat  enough  to  butcher.  When  it 
is,  help  yourself. 

Remember  the  Private  Car,  to  keep  it  busy. 
Six  days  shall  the  Railroads  labor  and  do  all 
thy  work,  but  on  the  seventh  they  must  come 
to  you  and  pay  handsomely  for  the  privilege. 


The  By- 
products 


Honor  not  thy  Competitors,  that  their 
days  may  be  short  in  your  own  line  of  business. 

Remember  the  Consumer,  to  keep  him 
penniless.  When  your  meats  get  too  high,  you 
can  always  catch  him  in  your  Fruit  and  Pro- 
duce departments,  should  he  turn  vegetarian. 

Forget  not  the  By-products,  but  sell  all 
you  can.  There  is  that  withholdeth  all  but 
the  Meat,  but  this  tendeth  to  poverty. 

Thou  shall  not  take  the  name  of  Pork  in 
vain,  for  Another  of  the  cloven  hoofed  will 
not  leave  you  homeless  when  your  pig-flaying 
days  are  over. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

A BANK 

A BANK  is  a popular  device  for 
protecting  the  Poor  Man’s 
Money  from  Burglars  in  order 
that  the  Rich  Man  may  break  through 
and  steal. 

Of  these  there  are  four  kinds  — 
national,  savings,  faro,  and  sand  banks. 

National,  Savings,  and  Faro  banks 
are  operated  in  every  large  and  popu- 
lous community.  They  are  organized 
under  the  laws  of  Probability  and 
Chance  to  take  care  of  Other  People’s 
deposits  and  are  both  guaranteed  im- 
mune from  The  Square  Deal. 

By  patronizing  any  one  of  the  three, 
your  money  is  entitled  to  a through 
trip  to  Oblivion.  No  return  tickets 
are  issued. 

Sand  banks  thrive  in  the  sparsely 
settled  districts  where  they  receive  the 
deposits  of  Mother  Earth  and  the  Ele- 
ments. 


The  Rich 
May  Steal 


Without  a 
Square  Deal 


Sand  Banks 
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Put  in  a 

Dollar 

In  patronizing  a National  or  Savings 
bank,  the  depositor  puts  in  a dollar, 
for  which  he  receives  a clean,  new 
blotter  and  a bunch  of  assorted  sta- 

Take  out 

Some  Sense 

tionery. 

Sand  banks  are  popular  with  chil- 
dren, who  only  put  in  a little  Spare 
Time,  but  always  have  the  Grit  to 
stick  to  it  and  the  Dust  to  show  for  it. 

People  often  put  their  money  into 
the  Savings  Bank  for  use  on  a Rainy 
Day.  When  it  comes  they  generally 
find  hard  work  to  get  it,  as  The  Banker 
never  seems  posted  on  the  weather. 

Having  carefully  investigated  the 
prevailing  conditions  we  submit  the 
following  rules  of  behavior  for  pro- 
spective bank  patrons: 

A BANK 


63 


RULES  FOR  BANK  DEPOSITORS 

1 . Always  rush  in  with  your  deposit  just 
as  the  bank  hours  are  over  and  the  Teller  is 
getting  ready  to  go  out  to  lunch.  This  will 
impress  him  with  the  idea  that  you  are  a busy 
man,  and  he  will  await  your  daily  call  with 
anxiety  and  imprecations. 

2.  Whenever  you  make  a 
mixed  deposit  of  checks,  bills, 
and  silver,  never  try  to  arrange 
it  systematically  so  that  it  can 
be  counted  readily. 

Hand  it  in  by  the  fist- 
ful and  ask  the  Teller 
to  make  out  the  deposit 
slip.  Remember  that  he 
is  paid  to  be  genial  and  ac- 
commodating to  the  patrons. 

3.  Never  take  in  your  pass-book  to  be 
balanced,  as  requested,  the  last  of  the  month. 
The  book-keepers  have  hundreds  of  others 
to  do,  and  they  will  appreciate  your  thought- 
fulness in  thus  lightening  their  monthly  task. 
Keep  it  until  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing 
month,  when  they  are  over-rushed  with  other 
work,  and  insist  on  having  it  balanced  while 
you  wait. 

4.  When  getting  a check  cashed,  never 
mention  to  the  Teller  what  denomination  of 


Rush  in 
Wildly 


IIP 


Balancing 
Your  Pass- 
Book 


\ 
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The  Fiercely 

Aggressive 

Air 


A Sharp  Eye 
on  Things 


bills  you  want.  Wmt  quietly  for  whatever 
he  hands  you,  then  push  it  cJl  back  with  the 
request  for  something  different.  This  will 
give  him  excellent  practice  in  counting. 

5.  If  you  are  a stranger  at  the  bank  and 
the  Teller  should  request  your  identification 
before  giving  you 
any  money,  assume 
a fiercely  aggressive 
air,  demand  in  loud, 
clarion  tones  what  he 
means  by  insuldng 
you,  and  inquire  an- 
grily if  he  takes  you 
for  a swindler.  Un- 
der such  circumstances.  Tellers  have  some- 
times been  known  to  pay  small  checks  and 
take  their  chances,  rather  than  engage  in 
further  controversy. 

6.  Should  you  chance  to  deposit  a 
small  draft  on  San  Francisco,  or  other  dis- 
tant city,  for  collection,  run  in  the  next  day 
and  every  following  day  to  ask  if  they 
have  had  returns  from  it.  By  so  doing  you 
will  establish  a reputation  for  keeping  a sharp 
eye  on  your  business,  and  the  bank  clerks 
will  have  a chance  to  get  well  acquainted 
with  you. 

7.  In  making  a deposit  of  bills,  fill  out 
your  slip  for  the  amount,  say  $500,  and  hand 
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it  in  with  $490  cash.  Any  Teller  is  liable  to 
make  a miscount  on  a busy  day.  In  this 
C2ise  you  are  a Ten-spot  to  the  good.  But, 
should  he  discover  the  shortage,  ask  to  re- 
count it  yourself.  It  is  then  easy  enough  to 
slip  in  the  missing  bill,  say  you  find  it  correct, 
and  hand  it  back  with  an  air  of  injured 
innocence. 

8.  If  a check  is  made  payable  to  your 
order,  never  indorse  it  before  handing  it  to 
the  Teller,  but  let  him  return  it  to  you  and 
wait  patiently  while  you  put  your  name  on 
the  back,  and  holler  for  a blotter.  This  gives 
the  Teller  a moment  of  much  needed  rest, 
as  he  gazes  at  your  Fist,  slowly  looping  the 
loop. 

A strict  observance  of  the  foregoing  rules 
will  make  your  accounts  desirable  for  any 
bank,  and  will  render  you  a general  favorite 
wherever  you  do  business. 


Explain  the 
Shortage 


Popularity 

Assured 


M 

4 - -vV 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


A 


A TRUST  COMPANY 

NOTHER  child  of  The  Sys- 
tem is  known  as  a Trust 
Company. 

A Trust  Company  is  an  institution 
engaged  in  the  exchange  of  Other 
People’s  money  for  large  slices  of 
Trustfulness. 

The  Company  gets  the  Money  and 
the  People  are  welcome  to  their 
Trustfulness. 

The  magic  bait  which  always  brings 
the  biggest  catch  is  known  as 
A Bond.  A Bond  is  a dose  of 
Foolish  Finance  composed  of 
a Stock-Security  Pill  dissolved 
in  Water. 

When  the  pill  is  too  bitter 
to  take  straight  the  Trust  Company 
steps  in  as  head  nurse,  adds  the  water, 
calls  it  a Bond,  and  the  Common 
People  swallow  the  whole  mess  with- 
out a grimace. 


Large 
Slices  of 
Trustfulness 
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As  an 
Emetic 


Chief 

Evangelist 


Glorius 

Young 

Bonds 


After  taking  a Bond,  stock  market 
Rumors  are  administered  as  an  emetic. 
After  the  patient  has  thrown  up  his 
Bonds  the  ensuing  loss  is  calculated 
to  effect  a permanent  cure. 

This  conversion  of  stocks  into  Bonds 
often  takes  the  form  of  a religious 
gathering. 

The  Underwriter  is  the  chief  evan- 
gelist, the  congregation  being  made  up 
of  certain  Railroad  and  Industrial 
Stocks,  and  a few  pillars  of  the  Trust 
Company,  known  as  Directors. 

The  meeting  is  opened  with  song 
and  testimony  from  the  Directors,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Sermon  on  the  Amount, 
by  the  Underwriter. 

Under  these  influences  the  trem- 
bling Stocks  are  convicted  of  their  sins, 
followed  shortly  by  complete  conver- 
sion— amid  loud  hosannas  — into 
glorious  young  Bonds,  of  spotless  In- 
tegrity— the  integrity  sometimes  last- 
ing even  to  Maturity. 

But,  in  general.  Bonds  are  divided 
by  the  Common  People  into  three 
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classes  — railroad,  industrial,  and  mat- 
rimonial. 

Railroad  and  industrial  bonds. 


generally  considered  sound  invest- 
ments. 


Matrimonial  Bonds,  on  the  contrary.  Matrimonial 
are  purely  speculative,  since  neither  of 
the  principals  are  ever  quite  secure. 

Railroad  and  Industrial  bonds  are 
issued  by  American  millionnaires  and 
delivered  mostly  in  the  home  market. 
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For 

European 

Delivery 


On  the 
Curb 


Safe  for 
Women 


Matrimonial  bonds  are  floated  by 
their  wives  and  daughters  among  titled 
foreigners  for  European  delivery. 

The  first  named  bonds  yield  a satis- 
factory interest  for  an  indefinite  period. 

With  the  safest  of  Matrimonial 
bonds  the  interest  soon  wanes,  often 
causing  a dissipated  Principal. 

Railroad  and  Industrial  bonds  are 
circulated  only  by  respectable  bankers 
and  brokers,  while  Matrimonials  are 
dealt  in  by  all  classes  — negotiations 
being  frequently  begun  even  on  the 
Curb. 

But  there  is  still  another  class  of 
Bonds  — Government  Bonds.  These 
show  such  stingy  dividends  that  they 
are  regarded  as  absolutely  safe,  sound, 
and  kind,  not  afraid  of  the  cars,  and 
wholly  suitable  for  old  gentlemen  and 
women  to  handle. 

They  are  also  great  favorites  with 
retired  pirates  of  The  Street,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  fable : 


A TRUST  COMPANY 


71 


THE  PARABLE  OF  THE  TEN 
GOVERNMENT  BONDS 

A certain  Millionnaire  went  into  a far  A 
country  to  receive  the  homage  of  the  King  Parable 
and  a few  Princes. 

And  before  he  left  his  counting-room  he 
called  his  ten  Clerks  and  delivered  unto  them 


ten  Government  Four-per-cents,  and  said 
unto  them,  “ Busy  yourselves  till  I return.” 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  he  was 
returned,  having  been  received 
by  the  King  and  dined  by  the 
Princes  and  violently  propelled  in 
various  directions  by  the  impe-  ‘ 
rial  Motor  Car,  he  called  to- 
gether the  clerks  to  whom  he 
had  given  the  bonds,  that  he 
might  know  what  had  become 
of  his  Substance. 
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Advised  by 
one  John 


Then  came  the  first,  saying,  “ Behold  I 
sold  your  Bond  of  the  Government  and  with 
it  traded,  and  being  wisely  advised  by  one 
John,  who  teacheth  the  youth  in  the  syna- 
gogue, your  Government  Four  hath  become 
ten  shares  of  Steel  common/’ 

And  the  Millionnaire  held  his  peace,  for 
he  was  a wise  man  and  knew  full  well  the 
cunning  of  this  John  the  Baptist. 

And  the  second  came,  saying,  “Thy 
Government  Four  have  1 turned  into  five 
shares  of  Shipbuilding  Trust.” 

And  the  Millionnaire  held  his  breath. 
And  the  next  seven  came  not,  for  they 
had  played  the  Races  and  lost 


Feared 

John 


And  another,  the  tenth,  came,  saying, 
“ Behold,  here  is  your  Government  Bond 
which  I have  kept  laid  up  in  a safe  deposit 
box. 

“For  I feared  John,  and  busied  myself 
in  legitimate  business,  and,  being  very  lucky, 
lost  nothing.” 

And  the  Millionnaire  said  unto  him,  “Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant ! Hasten  to 
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the  linen  counter  and  buy  a table-cloth,  and, 
doing  up  the  Bond  carefully,  dig  a hole  in 
the  ground  and  bury  it  deep,  and  move  not 
from  the  spot  where  it  is  buried,  lest  John 
find  the  place  where  it  is  hid.” 

And  he  said  unto  the  other  two,  “ Lo, 

Lest  John 
Find  it 

the  seven  robbers  who  played  the  Races  do 
not  offend  me  as  you  do,  for  fools  bring  a 
wise  man  into  peril  where  a rascal  could  not 
persuade  him.  And  the  seven  at  least  got  a 
run  for  their  money. 

“ But  as  for  you,  verily  if  your  ten  shares 
of  Steel  and  your  five  shares  of  Shipbuilding 
were  worth  the  storage,  I would  straightway 
take  them  from  you  and  give  them  unto  him 
of  the  table-cloth.” 

And  the  tw'o,  being  ashamed,  went  away 
and  deposited  the  Stocks  in  the  City  Bank. 
And  straightway  the  Stocks  were  not. 

And  the  Millionnaire,  having  pondered, 
went  on  board  his  yacht  and  sailed  away 
for  Jericho. 

Not  Worth 
the  Storage 

su 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


A LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


Life  insurance  is  a Standing 
Wager  between  John  A.  McCall 
and  the  Three  Fates. 

It  is  a universal  Guessing  Contest, 
with  the  Bewhlskered 
Party  of  the  Lawn 
Mowerand  Hour- 
Gl  ass  against  th 
World.  Question: 

How  many  Sands  in 
the  Glass,  or.  Is  Insur- 
ance the  Best  Policy 
Life  Insurance 
is  a legalized 
Hold-up 


A Standing 
Wager 


the  point  of  a premium,  “ Your  money 
for  your  Life.” 

It  is  a Race  for  the  Solvent  Finish 


A Legalized 
Hold-up 
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The  Lone 
Widow 


A Fox  Hunt 


in  which  the  only  Winner  is  the  Man 
who’s  out  of  Breath. 

Life  Insurance  is  a convenient 
scheme  for  providing  a Lone  Widow 
with  a large,  sunny  tenement  on  Easy 
Street  after  the  worn-out  Provider  has 
moved  into  a small,  unlighted  apart- 
ment undergound. 

Life  Insurance  taxes  the  flower  of 
manhood  in  order  to  pro- 
vide a few  flower's  at  the 

Insurance  is  a 
Capitalized  Conspiracy  for 
increasing  the  Cost  of  Liv- 
ing, after  the  Beef,  Oil, 
and  Sugar  Trusts  have 
done  their  Worst. 

Investment  in  Life  Insurance  indi- 
dicates  the  well-known  tendency  to- 
ward throwing  your  money  to  the 
winds  on  the  chance  of  its  being 
picked  up  by  the  heirs. 

Life  Insurance  resembles  a fox- 
hunt, for  which  Man  is  always  “ out  ” 
through  life  that  he  may  be  “ in  ” at 
the  death. 
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Those  intending  to  insure  their  lives 
should  heed  the  following  maxims: 

Endowment  is  the  Best  Policy. 

A little  Lapse  is  a Dangerous 
Thing. 

A Good  Risk  is  rather  to  be  chosen 
than  a Fat  Premium. 

Faint  Heart  never  won  Fair  Lady, 
but  a Tidy  Death  Benefit  often  wins 
a Prospective  Widow. 

Herewith  the  author  gives  a fac- 
simile reproduction  of  his  latest  plunge 
in  the  Life  Insurance  world,  it  being 
only  one  of  the  many  successful 
hold-ups  credited  to  the  notorious 
and  Execrable  Underwriters  of  New 
York  City. 


Endow- 
ments, 
Lapses,  and 
Death 
Benefits 


V 
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jUn  cottsiaeration  of  the  Application  for  this  Policy  (see  other  side),  and  of  the 
Simplicity  and  Innocence  of  the  Applicant,  and  of  the  annual  payment,  in  advance,  of  all 
the  stipulated  Premiums,  and  the  Company’s  urgent  need  of  same,  THE  EXECRABLE 
LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY  hereby  promises  to  pay,  at  its  home  office  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  unto  the  heirs,  heiresses,  assigns,  assignees,  widows  and  preferred  creditors 
of  the  sum  of  ^^0000  Dollars,  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  the  death  of 

of  state  oi  e4(danc/iafui/  at  anytime  during  the 

continuance  in  force  of  this  Policy,  upon  the  following  conditions,  viz: 

The  payment  to  the  Company,  at  its  said  home  office,  of  the  sum  of  ^Z,500  Dollars  at  the 
date  hereof,  and  of  the  Premium  of  ^Z,500  Dollars  at  or  before  three  o’clock 

P.M.  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  in  every  year  during  the  continuance  of  this  contract,  or 

as  long  as  said  has  some  visible  and  attachable  means  of  support. 


thereof,  is  not  forthcoming  when  payable, 
; continue  to  live,  death  offering  no  further 


l^roiJtDeD : That  if  any  one  payment,  or  porti 
then  this  Policy  is  null  and  void,  and  the  Insured  n: 
business  inducements. 

All  payments  must  be  made  on  the  day  promised  before  three  o’clock  P.M.,  as  the  President, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  get  very  tired  counting  all  the  money  and  leave  promptly  at  this  hour 
for  a game  of  Authors  or  Puss-in-corner. 

The  Insured  also  pledges  himself  to  the  following: 


■ to  enlist  in  the  Knights  of  Labor,  Salvation  Army,  J^cient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Zion  City  Zoua\ 


>mplaints  to  the  papers,  signed  Vi 


r to  indulge  in  Foot-ball,  Pit,  or  Post-Office, 


biles,  golf  sticks  and  baby 


3t  IS  furt|)er  stipuIateD  that  this  Policy  shall  be  null,  void  and  no  good  if  the 
Insured  shall  die  by  his  own  hand  or  anyone  else’s  hand,  whether  sane  or  insane,  sober  or  full, 
sick  or  well,  serene  or  ruffled,  or  by  act  of  Providence.  Though,  in  the  latter  case,  the  Company 
agrees  to  pay  back  whatever  happens  to  be  left  on  hand  from  the  amount  of  the  last  Premium. 

The  Insured  is  also  prohibited  from  traveling  by  railroad,  trolley,  air-ship,  horse,  motor- 
car, steam  or  sailing  craft,  war-balloons  or  elevators,  except  upon  payment  of  an  extra  premium 
therefor,  which  is  never  less  than  ten  per  cent  per  annum  upon  the  amount  insured. 

Proofs  of  death  shall  be  furnished  within  ten  days  after  the  ascertained  death  of  the  Insured, 
and  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Company,  which  hereby  agrees  to  write  enough 
new  Policies  and  collect  a sufficient  number  of  fresh  premiums  to  pay  the  amount  of  this  Policy 
at  the  earliest  possible  date  within  the  next  ten  years. 

Sn  toitnesis  pji)ereof  the  said  execrable  life  insurance  company 

OF  NEW  YORK  has  caused  this  policy  to  be  signed  by  its  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
at  its  home  office  in  the  said  city  of  NEW  YORK,  the  day  of  A.  D., 

one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 


Att< 


)/a 


li.. 


Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


President. 


COPY  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  INSURANCE 


IN  THE 

Execrable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 


CHAPTER  X. 


A STOCK  EXCHANGE 


A STOCK  EXCHANGE  is 

an  institution  which  perpetu- 
ates the  use  of  an  ancient 
punitive  machine  known  as  Stocks. 

Originally  Stocks  were  occupied  by 
the  Lawless,  entailing  great  physical 
suffering;  they  are  now 
embraced  by  the  Brain-  (cX 
less,  and  the  distress 
wholly  financial. 

A Stock  Exchange  is 
in  fact  a Cathedral  of 
Mammon,  provided  v«th 
$20,000  pews  and  nu- 


Its  Antiquity 


merous  handsomely  figured  columns, 
The  edifice  has  no  transepts,  but 
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Laying  on 
of  Hands 

boasts  of  more  than  one  knave.  The 
worshippers  faithfully  observe  the  Or- 
der for  the  Laying  on  of  Hands  and 
expiate  the  Sins  of  Commission  by 
frequently  offering  up  a Sacrificial 
Lamb. 

Bear  High 
and  Bull 
Strong 

A Stock  Exchange  is  always  con- 
structed from  Direct  Wires  and  Read 
Tape,  is  well  posted  throughout,  and 
is  warranted  Bear  high  and  Bull 
strong. 

The  two  principal  Stock  Exchanges 
of  America  are  those  of  New  York 
and  Boston,  situated  in  the  streets 
known  as  Wall  and  State.  Where- 

Bad Breaks 

and  Good 
Gunning 

fore,  if  a man  goeth  not  to  the  Wall 
in  one  city,  he  may  surely  attain  the 
impoverished  State  in  the  other. 

In  Stock  Exchange  Society  some 
of  the  worst  breaks  are  the  result  of 
the  best  gunning,  while  no  one  can 
accurately  estimate  the  number  of 
probable  drops  in  one  small  pool. 

In  accordance  with  prevailing  eti- 
quette, tips  circulate  freely  and  are  not 
refused  even  by  the  aristocracy. 

A STOCK  EXCHANGE 
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For  the  benefit  of  those  who  con-  Good 
template  investing  in  stocks  we  append  Securities 
the  following  list  of  well-known  secur- 
ities, together  with  an  explanatory  in- 
dex of  what  each  represents: 
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CERTAIN  STOCKS,  AND  THEIR 
SIGNIFICANCE 


American  Spirits . 
American  Surety 

American  Brass  . 
Bald  Butte 
Boston  Elevated  . 
Corn  Products 
Copper  Range  . 
Hocking  Valley  . 

Majestic  Copper . 
Old  Colony  . 
Pacific  Mail  . 
Pump  Preferred  . 

Pacific  Mills  . 
People’s  Gas . 
Pullman  . 

Paper  Preferred  . 
Rubber  Goods  . 
Rubber  Common 

Rubber  Preferred 
Standard  Coupler 


Yankee  Cheerfulness. 

The  United  States  Consti- 
tution. 

Proverbial  Yankee  Cheek. 
The  American  Eagle. 
Beacon  Hill. 

Aching  Feet. 

The  Policeman’s  Beat. 

The  Manservant  vv^ho  Pawns 
Things. 

The  Average  Bluecoat. 
Home  for  Aged  Couples. 

A Peaceful  Quaker. 

The  Pretty  Female  Re- 
porter. 

Friendly  Boxing  Bouts. 
Congressional  Speeches. 
The  City  Hall  Grafter. 
Crisp  Greenbacks. 

Turkish  Towelling. 

The  Advertising  Massage 
Artist. 

One  you  win  at  Whist. 
The  Clergyman. 


A STOCK  EXCHANGE 


Swift  Packing 
Singer  Manufacturing 

Co 

Standard  Rope  . 

United  States  Steel  . 
Union  Pacific 
Union  Terminal  . 
United  Fruit  . . 

Wheeling  Preferred  . 
Western  Union  . 

Yarn  Common  . 

Yarn  Preferred  . 
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The  Jam  on  the  Elevated. 

Conservatory  of  Music. 

The  venerable  Gold  Brick 
Swindle. 

The  Post-Office  Frauds. 

A Happy  Marriage. 

The  Divorce  Court. 

A Bunch  of  Bananas. 

The  Auto  Fad  at  Present. 
A Mormon  Marriage. 
AChauncey  Depew  Chest- 
nut. 

One  that’s  New. 


• fw  » ^ J 


J. 


. A.> 


... 

> 


CHAPTER  XI. 


SPECULATION 

SPECULATING  on  Margin  is  j 
an  expensive  but  exciting  pas-  i 
time  indulged  in  by  those  who 
find  the  Shell  Game  and  Three-card 
Monte  too  tame  for  their  entertainment. 

Speculation  is  a song  and  dance 
specialist  which  makes  the  circuit  of 
the  principal  cities  throughout  the  year. 

It  occupies  the  Boards  of  the  Bucket- 
Shop  Amusement  Company  from 
10  A.M.  to  3 P.M.,  daily,  Sundays 
and  holidays  excepted. 

The  “turn”  includes  the  repeated 
rendition,  with  variations,  of  a popular  i 
melody  entitled  “When  You  Ain’t 
Got  no  Money,  why.  You  Needn’ 
Come  Around!”  and  a clever  Buck 
and  Wing  performance,  in  which  the  i 
artist  Bucks . the  Market  while  his 
Margin  takes  Wings. 

For  those  who  care  to  take  part  in  i 
the  performance  we  cheerfully  submit 
the  following:  \ 


Three-Card 
Monte  and 
the  Shell 
Game 


The  Song 
and  Dance 


A Buck  and 
Wing  Turn 
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Do  it  Not 


THREE  GOOD  RULES  FOR  SPEC- 
ULATING ON  MARGIN 

1 . Don’t ! 

2.  Do  not! 

3.  If,  after  careful  perusal  of  the  two  fore- 
going Rules,  you  are  still  resolved  upon  Folly, 

go  to  your  Bank,  Cracked  Tea- 
pot, Old  Stocking,  or  other 
financial  depository  where  your 
hard-earned  Cash  is  kept,  and, 
having  taken  therefrom  One 
Thousand  Dollars  in  double 
eagles,  roll  them  carefully  in 
strong,  brown  wrapping-paper 
and  seal  the  ends.  You  are 
now  ready  for  the  next  step. 

Placing  the  Roll  in  your 
inside  vest  pocket,  proceed 
briskly  to  the  nearest  Ferry 
slip  and  take  the  first  boat 
which  leaves.  When  midway 
between  the  termini,  walk  to 
the  stem  of  the  boat,  take  out 
the  Roll  and  heave  it  far  out 
into  the  troubled  waters.  Your  money  will 
have  then  arrived  at  its  terminus,  and  you 
should  calmly  proceed  to  yours. 

By  following  this  method  of  Deposit  for 
your  Margin,  you  not  only  save  Brokers’  com- 
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missions  and  Interest,  but  many  anxious  days 
and  sleepless  nights,  besides  having  antici- 
pated by  a few  hours  the  inevitable  Sinking 
of  your  Money. 


Sinkers ! 


CHAPTER  XII. 


STOCK  MARKET  LITERATURE 


TO  the  Beginner,  Speculation  is 
the  through  train  to  Poverty, 
stopping  only  at  the  way-sta- 
tions Good  Advice  and  Bad  Luck. 


A Through 
Train 


At  Good  Advice  the  passengers  are 
allowed  to  stop  long  enough  to  read  the 
two  daily  publications,  the  Market  Let- 
ter and  the  Financial  Advertisement. 

A few  Market  Letters  are  here- 
with given,  showing  the  attractive 
platitudes  and  the  charming  sophisms 
of  the  scholarly  editors  : 


Sample 

Sophisms 
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No  News 

Here 

MARKET  LETTER 

Office  of 

KAHNT,  GAMBLE  & WYNNE 

BANKERS  AND  BROKERS 

10,  20  and  30  Wall  St. 

N.  Y.,  March  6,  1905. 

Dear  Sir:  — 

Stock  market  conditions  remain  practically 
the  same  as  indicated  in  our  letter  of  yester- 
day. There  has  been  heavy  buying  of  good 
securities,  to-day,  as  well  as  bad,  accom- 
panied by  considerable  selling  of  the  same. 
Stock  market  sentiment  remains  on  the  whole 

But  Lots  of 

Talk 

very  hopeful,  a general  upward  movement 
seeming  assured.  At  the  same  time  well 
informed  operators  are  somewhat  apprehen- 
sive as  a sharp  decline  is  generally  expected. 
The  strong  bull  tendency  which  has  con- 
trolled trading  of  late  is  equalled  only  by  the 
persistent  bearish  tone  which  seems  to  have 
the  situation  well  in  hand. 

And  Plenty 
of  Advice 

To-day’s  trading  was  very  light,  though 
what  there  was,  was  exceedingly  heavy. 
Conservative  buyers  are  carrying  stocks  which 
give  evidence  of  some  ultimate  advance,  while 
careful  sellers  are  disposing  of  all  holdings 
which  betray  symptoms  of  a decline.  On  the 
whole,  to-day’s  market  was  dull  and  weak, 
though  characterized  throughout  by  activity 
and  strength.  For  the  present,  we  would 
strongly  advise  buying  when  prices  are  low. 
When  they  are  high,  sell  without  hesitation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

KAHNT,  GAMBLE  & WYNNE. 

STOCK  MARKET  LITERATURE 
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Queer 

Weather 


COTTON  REPORT 

FALES,  GOODE  & SWIFT 
BROKERAGE 

Dear  Sir:  — 

Market  featureless  to-day,  without  influ- 
ences of  special  importance  to  make  or 
change  sentiment. 

The  weather  throughout 
the  Belt  remains  clear  and 
warm,  accompanied  by  gen- 
real  rain  and  lower  tempera- 
ture. The  immediate  pros- 
pects for  a large  crop  are 
excellent,  although  a sudden 
shower  would  make  it  one 
of  the  worst  for  years. 

Cable  reports  indicate  less 
trading  in  cotton  among  the 
Filipinos,  the  natives  prefer- 
ringthe  palm  leaves  and  pick- 
aninnies to  the  Fall  River 
fabric  for  domestic  use. 

Cotton  was  higher  in 
Washington  on  Mar.  4 
than  it  has  been  for  four 
years.  It  topped  several 
grandstands  and  even 
reached  the  roof  of  the  Pen- 
sion Building  during  the  inaugural  decorations. 

Gun  cotton  is  still  booming  in  Manchuria, 
with  no  signs  of  any  immediate  break. 

New  England  textiles  are  extremely  dull, 
no  noteworthy  operations  having  been  re- 
ported from  that  quarter  since  the  famous 
Cotton  Mather  was  woven  into  Prints. 

Yours  very  truly, 

FALES,  GOODE  & SWIFT. 


Cotton 
Mather  a 
Feature 
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GRAIN  MARKET  LETTER 

OLDMAN,  BULL  & SON 
GRAIN  BROKERS 
Chicago 


Sir:- 


March  10,  1905. 


WHEAT 


Being  well  thrashed  by  the  farmers, 
wheat  was  at  first  inclined  to  be  dull,  but 
strengthened  considerably  as  the  mil- 
lers began  to  buy.  Trading  was 
heavy,  and  conservative  operators  now 
predict  that  May  wheat  will  be  one 
of  the  most  active  stocks  going,  once  it 
gets  mixed  up  with  the  hoppers.  Past 
experience  proves  that  wheat  is  now 
the  flour  of  the  speculative  world. 

Telegraph  advices  indicate  that 
bakers*  immediate  kneads  are  being 
supplied  on  a large  scale,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a general  rise  in  breadstuffs, 
whenever  the  yeast  begins  to  work. 

Health-food  and  patent-cereal  ma- 
kers are  no  longer  a factor  in  trading,  as 
they  are  now  buying  their  supplies  ex- 
clusively from  the  sawmills  and  glue 
factories. 

Cable  dispatches  from  the  far  East 
report  an  alarming  shortage  of  rice, 
owing  to  the  protracted  Japanese- Rus- 
sian war.  We  therefore  advise  our 
customers  to  buy  June  wheat,  in  antici- 
pation of  a heavy  demand  for  some 
new  sort  of  wedding  ammunition. 
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CORN 


Com  is  still  husky. 

Corn  is  a great  favorite  with  the  bulls, 
though  the  bears  do  not  seem  to  take  to  it. 
This  naturally  gives  it  a marked  upward 
tendency,  especially  when  popped. 

Broom  corn  shows  extraordinary  activity 
in  the  hands  of  our  janitor,  car- 
rying everything  before  it  in.  a 
clean  sweep  of  the  floor. 

Fodder  com  is  still  dull  and 
heavy,  there  being  little  relish 
for  it,  even  among  the  lambs. 

In  fact,  there  has  been  no  call 
for  fodder  corn  since  the  memo- 
rable incident  of  the  Prodigal 
Son. 

Great  demand  for  com  in 
the  ear,  with  the  bull  element 
in  control.  No  calls  for  com 
on  the  toe,  though  a few  are 
patiently  bearing  it. 

Cracked  com  still  shows  no  sign  of  break- 
ing; corn  starch  is  stiffening;  hull  corn  rests 
on  an  even  keel;  canned  com  opened  hard 
but  closed  easy. 

OATS 


All  Bulls 
Like  Corn 


Cracked 
Corn  May 
Break 


Oats  are  higher,  and  promise  to  remain 
so.  The  Automobile  Trust  is  getting  in  its 
deadly  work. 

Rolled  oats  are  still  rolling. 

Oat-cakes  remain  popular  in  Scotland, 
where  they  are  equally  effective  as  breakfast 
food  or  golf  balls. 


Rolled  Oats 
are  High- 
rollers 
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In  wild  oats,  supply  far  ex- 
ceeds demand,  the  crop  having 
been  repeatedly  overplanted  in 
the  leading  metropolitan  centres. 
Very  truly  yours, 

OLDMAN,  BULL  & SON. 
P.S.  SHORTS.  There 

is  a steady  consumption  of 
shorts  in  all  the  available  cor- 
ners. 

P. P.S.  Hie  above  letter 
contains,  we  believe,  all  the  leading  grains, 
--  except  a grain  of  sense.  The  latter,  we 
regret  to  say,  is  not  dealt  in  on  any  of  the 
stock  exchanges  of  the  world. 

O.,  B.  & Son. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

TIPS 


TIP  is  the  shepherd’s  crook 
that  leadeth  the  Lamb  to  the 
shambles. 

A Tip  thrives  on  Publicity,  lan- 


guishes on  Se- 
crecy, and  dies 
utterly  on  Obliv- 


ion. 


A Tip  is  conceived  in  Mystery, 
born  in  Rumor,  lives  easy  as  a Fact, 
and  dies  hard  as  a Fake. 

A Tip  has  no  parents,  but  boasts 
three  sponsors  at  its  Coming  Out  party. 
These  are  the  Press,  which  issues  the 
invitations,  the  Public,  which  attends 
in  a body,  and  the  Broker,  who 
gathers  the  flowers  and  disposes  of  all 
the  refreshments. 

We  herewith  beg  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  representative  mem- 
bers of  the  great  Tip  family: 


Life  History 


Three 

Sponsors 
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A Morgan 
Rumor 

{Special  Despatch  to  the  Daily  Roast.) 

New  York,  April  17,  1905.-J.  Pier- 
pont  Morgan  has  just  purchased  the  author’s 
original  manuscript  of  “The  Autocrat  of  the 
Breakfast  Table.**  It  is  beHeved,  in  high 
financial  circles,  that  this  is  Mr.  Morgan’s 
first  step  in  a movement  to  secure  control 
of  the  patent  breakfast  food  industry  of  the 
United  States.  As  proof  of  this,  wheat, 
com,  and  oats  all  advanced  five  points  to-day 
on  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade. 

The  Recipe 
for  Hash 

Now,  as  a matter  of  fact,  Mr. 
Morgan  really  bought  the  manuscript 
in  the  hopes  of  securing  a valuable 
recipe  for  hash,  which,  it  is  under- 
stood, the  late  Dr.  Holmes  had  com- 
pounded after  years  of  exhaustive 
experiment  in  the  dissecting  room  of 
the  Harvard  Medical  School. 

Looking  for 
an  Airship 
Trust 

{From  our  Regular  Correspondent.) 

Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  April  22,  1905. — 
Mrs.  Hetty  Green,  who  arrived  at  her  home 
here  some  days  ago,  spent  this  afternoon  in 
flying  box  kites  from  her  attic  window. 
Those  who  are  closest  to  Mrs.  Green  affirm 
that  she  is  soon  to  finance  an  airship  con- 
struction company,  and  that  to-day’s  experi- 
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ments  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  solving 
a few  final  theories  in  regard  to  the  velocity 
of  the  wind  at  the  higher  levels. 

But  Mrs.  Green  was  only  testing 
the  wind’s  velocity  to  see  if  her  new 
Easter  bonnet  (the  first  in 
eleven  years)  would  stand 
the  breeze  without  molt- 


Only  a 
Bonnet 
Experiment 


ing  a feather.  She 
had  bought  it  on 

the  Bowery,  for  $1.98,  and,  natu- 
rally, had  some  misgivings. 

{Special  to  the  Financial  Booze  Bureau.) 

New  York,  April  1,  1905.  — Russell 
Sage  has  just  had  all  his  footwear  equipped 
with  rubber  heels.  Look  out  for  a corner 
in  Rubber  common ! 

Yet  there  is  no  danger!  For  Uncle 
Russell  is  only  trying  to  avoid  slipping 
up  on  some  of  the  skins  with  which 
Wall  Street  is  littered. 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  May  1,  1904.  — Neigh- 
bors of  William  Jennings  Bryan  are  positive 


A Possible 
Slip-up 
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Bryan 

“strikes  ’ile” 

that  the  distinguished  Democrat  has  found 
oil  on  his  farm,  just  outside  this  city,  and  are 
holding  their  own  properties  at  fabulous  prices 
in  the  hopes  of  selling  out  to  the  Trust.  Mr. 
Bryan  has  been  seen  digging  holes  on  his 
place  for  more  than  a month,  and  the  farmers 
hereabout  expect  to  see  some  lively  oil  spout- 
ing within  a few  days. 

But  Mr.  Bryan  was  only  digging 
post-holes  for  his  political  fences.  The 
Democratic  Convention  was  only  sixty 
days  off. 

A Signifi- 
cant Hole  in 

the  Ground 

Aesopus,  N.  Y.,  November  1 0,  1 904. — 
The  operations  of  a large  gang  of  laborers  on 
the  Rosemont  estate  in  this  village  have  for 
the  past  forty-eight  hours  attracted  wide- 
spread attention.  The  gang  is  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  August  Belmont, 
the  New  York  millionnaire,  and  it  has  already 
made  a large  opening  near  the  banks  of  the 
river.  It  is  commonly  supposed  that  Mr. 
Belmont  is  planning  a rapid  transit  tunnel 
under  the  Hudson,  similar  to  the  New  York 
subway,  and  realty  prices  have  already  ad- 
vanced 1 00  per  cent. 

Digging  out 
the  Dead 

Ones. 

But  Mr.  Belmont’s  undertaking  was 
only  humanitarian,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  rescue  of  one  Alton  B.  Par- 
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ker,  who  was  buried  alive  under  the  “ i am  a 
disastrous  landslide  of  November  8,  J^ei^ocrat 
together  with  H.  G.  Davis,  his  aged 
partner,  and  one  David  B.  Hill,  a 
Democrat. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


DONATIONS  AND  DUELS: 
THE  SYSTEM’S  ASSETS 


IN  The  System’s  very  complete  kit 
of  tools,  one  of  the  mcst  useful  im- 
plements is  known  as  a Donation. 
A Donation  is  a kind  of  legal  tender 
bearing  the  likeness  of  John,  King  of 
Petroleum.  It  is  issued 
in  several  denomina- 
tions, preferably  Bap- 
tist. 

It  was  once  issued 
in  Congregationalist, 
but  was  so  promptly 
pronounced  a coun- 
terfeit by  certain  ex- 
perts in  ethics,  that  its 
circulation  was  threat- 
ened and  it  has  not 
reappeared  in  this  denomination  since. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Donations, 
Educational  and  Missionary. 


A Good  Tool 


Two  Kinds 
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High, 
Low,  and 
the  Game 


The 

Dramatic 

Duel 


An  Educational  Donation  is  a sum 
of  money  used  for  the  acquiring  of  a 
High  Forehead  in  Chicago  and  a Low 
Freight  Tariff  in  Washington. 

A Missionary  Donation  is  $100,- 
000  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
Christianity  among 
Malays,  and  me- 
lees among  Christ- 
ians. 

Missionary  Do- 
nations are  par- 
ticularly effective 
in  the  conversion 
of  sun- worshippers 
to  the  Kerosene 
habit,  thus  causing  the  King  John  Light 
to  shine  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth. 

In  case  a Donation  cannot  be  floated 
among  any  of  the  fussy  denominations, 
a Duel  can  be  arranged  and  pulled  off, 
without  police  interference,  in  one  of 
the  great  Metropolitan  centres,  which 
will  effectively  bring  The  System  be- 
fore the  public,  and  provide  a little 
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entertainment  for  the  Common  People,  ' 
who  always  pay  handsomely  for  their 
amusements.  I 

Such  a duel  was  arranged  and  exe-  j The  Heayy- 
cuted  during  the  winter  of  1904-5,  t 
the  principals  being  Col.  W.  C.  Greene  ! class 
of  New  Y ork  and  Thomas  W.  Lawson  j 
of  Boston ; the  contest  being  pulled  off  1 
in  the  heavy-weight  bankers’  class,  | 
catch-as-catch-can,  under  Boston  Mas-  | 
sacre  and  Arizona  Round-up  rules.  \ 

The  fight  is  graphically  told  in  the  I 
following  bulletins  from  the  ring-side,  ' 
written  by  our  special  correspondent 
on  the  spot: 
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A Copper 
Avalanche 

GREENE-LAWSON  DUEL 

Dec.  6. — Thomas  W.  Lawson  of  Bos- 
ton announces  the  immediate  Fall  of  Copper 
stocks. 

Fire-arms 

Advance 

Dec.  7.  — They  fall. 

Dec.  1 1.  — Col.  Greene  of  New  York 
discovers  $2,000,000  missing  from  his  small- 
change  pocket.  Calls  in  reporters  and  an- 

Undertakers 

and  Under- 
writers 

nounces  he*s  going  to  Boston.  Speech  printed 
in  special  asbestos  edition  of  all  daily  papers. 
Rush  orders  sent  to  Greene  and  Company’s 

1 arsenal.  Price  of  fire-arms  advcinces  50%. 

Dec.  12.  — In  Boston,  all  New  York 
trains  closely  watched  by  voluntary  com- 
mittee of  4,000.  Lawson’s  office  besieged 
by  Emergency  Hospital  cind  Undertakers’ 
wagons.  Hospital  corps  of  State  Militia 
hastily  mobilized.  Red  Cross  Society  meets 
in  extraordinary  session.  Hurried  meeting 
of  life  insurance  underwriters  having  Lawson 
on  their  books.  Midnight,  no  sign  of 
Greene. 

Greenes 

for  Dinner 

Dec.  13.  — Lawson  consents  to  news- 
paper interviews:  “1  make  a meal  of 
Greenes  seven  days  a week ! ” The  Colonel 
retorts:  “You’ll  never  eat  another.  Re- 
member, my  44’s  are  both  loaded ! ’’ 

Dec.  14.  — Another  Lawson  epigram: 
“ 44’s,  eh  ? Well,  don’t  forget  1 stand  ready 
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to  call  the  turn  on  your  paltry  pistols  with  a 
whole  magazine ! 

Dec.  15.  — Excitement  subsiding.  Law- 
son  still  scattering  coppers.  Arrival  of  Col. 
Bill,  unnoticed. 

Dec.  1 6.  — Battle  of  the  Touraine.  Col. 
Greene  and  Major  Lawson  both  in  the  firing 
line.  Sharp  skirmish  between  Silver  Bucket 
Brigade  and  White  Seal  Bubbles.  Frequent 
explosions  of  floating  mines  among  the  ice- 
bergs. Violent  wig-wagging  by  signal  corps 
from  the  bar.  Flag  of  truce  appears  — 
white  napkin  on  a black  bottle.  Col. 
swallows  his  pride  at  $I  a swallow.  Tom 
submerges  his  at  same  figure.  Fighting  is  off 
— wet  powder.  Loss  on  both  sides,  $79 
and  1 9 dead  soldiers. 


A Whole 
Magazine 


The  Silver 
Bucket 
and  a Flag 
of  Truce 


CHAPTER  XV. 


THE  BROKER 


The  Broker  is  the  man  who 
assists  the  Investor  in  going 
broke  gracefully. 

For  a small  commission  he  rolls  the 
pill,  furnishes  the  pipe,  and  gently 
rouses  the  sleeper  just  as  he  has  reached 
Rainbow  Bend  in  the  Dream-joint. 

Brokers  are  everywhere  noted  for 
their  Pluck:  and  all  are  geese  who 
flock  to  their  roosts. 

Brokers  are  indigenous  to  all  large 
cities,  conspicuous  among  the  several 
types  being  those  of  New  York,  Bos- 
ton, Chicago,  and  Philadelphia. 

The  New  York  Broker  conducts  a 
kind  of  modern  Trading  Post,  where 
Lambs’  wool  is  exchanged  for  the 
Skins  of  Bulls  and  Bears.  His  ar- 
morial crest  shows  a pair  of  sheep 
shears  crossed  by  a sand-bag,  above  a 
shield  showing  a pump  emptying  itself 


Daybreak  at 

Rainbow 

Bend 


The  Big 
Four 


Lambs* 
Wool  and 
Bear  Skins 
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His  Motto 


upon  a bale  of  stock  certificates.  His 
family  motto  is  “ Dare  to  do  Every- 
body; but  do  him  first!”  supplemented 
by  the  well-known  proverbs,  “ Rome 
was  not  bilked  in  a day.”  “ The 
Plunger  comes  often  to  Market  but 
goes  broke  at  last.” 

The  Bostonian  is  a choice  survival 


of  the  vintage  of  1776,  who  does 
I business  according  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Society  of  May- 
flower Descendants.  To  open  an 
j account  with  him  you  must  show  a 
Plymouth  Rock  pedigree  and  a Family 
I Tree  that’s  not  too  shady.  His  office 
I is  kept  at  cold  storage  temperature  and 
if  you’re  not  in  the  Blue  Book  he 


Pedigrees 
and  Cold 
Storage 
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won’t  take  your  money.  His  specialty 
is  Coppers,  which,  of  course,  had  an 
historic  record.  In  1773  his  fore- 
fathers held  their  famous  Tea  Party 
disguised  as  copper-colored  savages. 
Wherefore  the  Bostonian  has  clung  to 
Copper  ever  since.  His  three  Police 
commissioners  are  his  Trinity  Copper, 
his  business  cards  are  printed  from 
copper  plate,  his  fancy  still  clings  to  the 
copper-toed  boot,  and  he’s  ready  to 
copper  a tip  from  Wall  Street  as  long 
as  he’s  got  the  price.  His  waking  and 
sleeping  hours  are  perpetually  con- 
trolled by  the  ancient  maxim,  “Take 
care  of  the  Coppers  and  the  Dollars 
will  take  care  of  themselves.” 

The  somnolent  gentleman  from 
Philadelphia  has  little  to  do  in  the 
brokerage  business.  But,  once  a year, 
when  the  City  Street  Department 
mows  the  pavements,  he  gets  to  work 
to  the  tune  of  “ Make  hay  while  the 
sun  shines,”  and  occasionally  gathers 
in  an  Investor  with  the  rest  of  the 
tender  green  blades. 


Copper 

Colored 

Savages 
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Drawings 
from  Still 
Life 


The  biography  of  the  Chicago 
broker  makes  an  Interesting  cereal 
story  in  Wheat,  Com,  and  Oats,  illus- 
trated with  drawings  from  still  life  of 
Cattle,  Sheep,  and  Hogs.  The  trade 
in  wild  oats  is  everywhere  brisk,  from 
the  Auditorium  to  Clark  Street,  though 
some  of  the  biggest  deals  are  now  on 
the  hog.  In  the  Windy  City  the 
habit  of  blowing  yourself  comes  easy, 
and  the  Chicago  broker,  having  the 
manners  of  a megaphone,  does  not 
suffer  for  lack  of  self-advertisement. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


THE  INVESTOR 

The  Investor  is  the  Sys- 
tem’s meal  ticket,  to  be 
punched  full  of  holes  by 
the  Broker  as  long  as  there’s 
room  on  the  Margin. 

Anybody  can  be  an  Inves- 
tor who  has  the  simple  trust- 
fulness of  a child  and  a calling 
acquaintance  at  the  Bank. 

An  Investor  should  also 
have  an  iron  Constitution  and 
a gold-bearing  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

He  must  be  quick  at  read- 
ing quotations,  quicker  at  writ- 
ing checks,  and  do  sums  in 
mental  arithmetic  at  the  Board, 
without  the  aid  of  a pointer, 
with  or  without  a tip. 

He  must  know  the  Long 
and  the  Short  of  the  game,  run 


FOOLISH  FINANCE 


1 12 


Carrying 
a Block 


The  Poker 
Face 


A Philan- 
thropist 
Farmer 


to  cover  faster  than  a March  hare, 
carry  a whole  block  for  many  days, 
unload  it  all  in  thirty  seconds,  hold 
the  market  without  getting  cold  feet, 
make  a good  delivery  in  a bad  corner, 
and  stand  ready  to  be  soaked  by  the 
drops  that  may  come  from  a busted 
pool. 

The  Investor  must  learn  to  greet 
Dame  Fortune  with  a frown  and  Miss 
Fortune  with  a smile,  and  recognize 
Ruin  with  quiet  dignity  when  he 
meets  him  on  The  Street.  In  short, 
he  must  carry  a poker  face  and  a 
bottomless  purse  whenever  he  strolls 
through  the  green  fields  and  beside 
the  distilled  waters  of  Mammon. 

The  Investor  must  be  the  philan- 
thropist-farmer of  The  Street.  His 
hand  must  make  two  margins  grow 
where  but  one  grew  before,  thus  caus- 
ing the  Market  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 
For  the  Promoter  may  plant  and  The 
System  water,  but  the  Investor  alone 
giveth  the  Increase. 

The  Stock  Exchange  is  his  shrine 
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and  the  Bucket  Shop  his  nursery. 
Here  the  Board  is  spread  like  a sheet 
of  sticky  fly-paper.  The  busy  little 
Investors  hover  over  it  a while,  then 
pick  out  a fair,  smooth  spot,  put  their 
foot  in  it,  are  promptly  stuck,  and  sur- 
render their  pretty  little  greenbacks 
with  the  last  expiring  buzz  of  the 
buncoed. 


The  Buzz 
of  the 
Buncoed 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


THE  SYSTEM  AS  PROMOTER 
AND  PICKPOCKET 


PROMOTION  is 

the  art  of  blow- 
ing rainbow-col- 
ored Bubbles  with  soft- 
soap  suds.  The  System 
furnishes  the  wind  and 
the  Common  People  get 
the  blow. 

Rock-a-bye  Bubble,  way  up 
in  the  air, 

With  The  System  to  boost 
you,  there’s  buyers  to  spare ; 
When  the  System  has  blown 
its  last  powerful  gust. 

The  Buyer’ll  go  broke  on  the 
Bubble  that’s  bust. 

The  requisites  for 
practising  Promotion  are 
few  and  simple. 

No  more  than  four, 
nor  less  than  two,  per- 
sons are  necessary. 
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Rickety 

Railroads 

These  are,  usually,  first  a Pro- 
moter. This  is  the  person  who  owns 
a rickety  raihoad,  a line  of  leaky 
coal-barges,  a copper-plated  cave,  or 
an  oleaginous  hole  in  the  ground. 

The  second  person  is  the  Banker, 
a man  with  tight  deposit  vaults  and 
loose  principles. 

The  third  is  the  Broker,  who 
brings  to  the  business  a pliable  con- 
science and  a New  York  wire. 

Faith,  Hope 
and  Charity 

The  fourth  is  the  Investor,  with  a 
clean  cheque-book,  faith,  hope,  and 
charity. 

The  chief  implements  used  in  Pro- 
motion are  known  as  Stocks,  to  be 

When  the 

Mosquitoes 

Hibernate 

had  at  the  Stock  Exchange.  They 
are  manufactured  and  manipulated  in 
the  following  manner: 

The  Promoter  with  the  rusty  rail- 
road or  the  leaky  craft  calls  at  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey,  during  the  season 
when  the  mosquitoes  are  hibernating 
and  the  legislators  are  good  humored. 
He  asks  them  for  permission  to  re- 
name his  grass-grown  railway,  or  his 
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barnacle-bottomed  scows  “ The  Earth 
and  Universe  Transportation  Com- 
pany,” with  the  further  request  for  per- 
mission to  tag  it  with  a $1,000,000 
price-mark. 

The  permit  is  known  as  a Charter, 
and  the  price-mark  is  called  the  Cap- 
ital Stock. 

It  might  be  said,  in  passing,  that 
most  Jerseys  are  famous  for  giving 
rich  milk;  but  this  is  a New  Jersey, 
which  gives  water,  instead. 

The  Promoter  then  calls  on  the 
Banker,  and  asks  him  to  sell  49%  of 
his  ownership  of  the  Earth  and  Uni- 
verse Transportation  Company  for 
$490,000.  This  means  that  he  will 
sell  4,900  shares  of  his  Capital  Stock 
at  $100  a share. 

The  Banker  puts  on  his  integrity 
robe,  opens  the  Ritual  of  Riches  and 
solemnly  christens  the  newly-born 
“A  Good  Thing.” 

The  Banker  then  issues  engraved 
invitations  to  the  ensuing  reception. 

The  man  who  does  messenger-boy 


The 

Price-Mark 


A Water- 

Giving 

Jersey 


The 

Christening 
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Cigars  and 
Subscrip- 
tions 

service  is  the  Broker.  -He  distributes 
the  invitations  among  his  customers  of 
mighty  faith,  along  with  good  cigars 
and  a bunch  of  order-blanks. 

The  Young 
and 

Helpless  ; 

Whereupon  the  eager  Investor  hires 
a special  train  and  an  automobile  in 
order  to  get  in  on  time,  and  burdens 
himself  with  presents  of  gold  and  silver 
for  the  Infant  Industry. 

The  Investor’s  gold  and  silver  is 
then  divided  into  three  parts.  There 
is  one  portion  for  the  Promoter,  an- 
other for  the  Banker,  and  a third  for 
the  Broker.  The  Infant  Industry, 
being  young  and  helpless,  gets  noth- 

The Haul 

of  Fame 

ing. 

But  the  Investor  gets  paper  souve- 
nirs known  as  Certificates  of  Stock. 
These  are  gems  of  classic  fiction  and 
color  printing,  having  a romantic  value 
and  a realistic  price. 

About  this  time  the  Promoter,  the 
Banker,  and  Broker  call  at  the  finan- 
cial Haul  of  Fame,  the  Stock  Ex- 
: change. 

They  register  for  the  Earth  and 
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Universe  Transportation  Company 
and  call  loudly  for  the  best  in  the 
house. 

They  get  what  they  ask  for  and  on 
Monday  start  the  day’s  work  at  100. 

This  means  that  one  share  of  the 
E.  & U.  T rans.  Co.  is  worth  $ 1 00. 

On  Tuesday  they  all  enter  the 
arithmetic  class  to  learn  subtraction. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  they  have 
solved  the  first  problem  and  E.  & U. 
stands  at  82. 

This  means  that  one  share  of  E.  & 
U.  stock  is  worth  $82. 

On  Wednesday  the  class  takes  up 
another  problem  in  Subtraction. 

By  Wednesday  afternoon  they  have 
figured  it  out  correctly  and  E.  & U. 
stands  at  56  1-2. 

This  means  that  one  share  of  E.  & 
U.  stock  is  worth  $56.50. 

Being  ambitious  to  retain  a little 
something  besides  his  Health,  the 
eager  Investor  carries  his  hand-illu- 
mined missals  to  his  Broker,  bright 
and  early  Thursday  morning. 
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The  Bubble  He  is  Very,  very  grateful  in  getting 
Bursts  share  for  it  before  the  ther- 

mometer drops  any  lower. 

Having  bought  on  Thursday  for 
$245,000  what  they  sold  on  Monday 
for  $490,000,  the  class  in  arith- 
metic takes  up  a problem  in 
Division. 

The  Investor’s  gold  and  silver 
offering  of  $245,000  is  to  be 
divided  into  three  parts. 

This  is  done,  and  there  is  left 
one  portion  for  the  Promoter, 
another  for  the  Banker,  and  a 
third  for  the  Broker. 

The  Infant  Industry,  being 
still  young  and  helpless,  gets 
nothing. 

Thus,  in  three  days,  the  Pro- 
moter gets  Eighty  Thousand, 
the  Banker  gets  Eighty  Thousand, 
the  Broker  gets  Eighty  Thou- 
sand, and  the  Investor  gets  Wise. 

When  the  class  gets  real  smart, 
it  will  learn  to  do  sums  in  Addi- 
tion and  Multiplication. 
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It  will  learn  to  multiply  its  Investors 
and  add  to  its  Rake-off. 

This  is  Promotion. 

This  is  the  art  of  blowing  rainbow- 
colored  bubbles  with  soft-soap  suds. 


Multiplica- 
tion and 
Addition 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


THE  SYSTEM  AS  CAPITALIST 
AND  COUNTERFEITER 


A DOLLAR  is  a round,  flat, 
fusible  commodity  coined  by 
the  United  States  government 
and  fought,  bled,  and  died  for  by  every 
loyal  American. 

It  is  made  round  for  Circulation, 
flat  for  Accumulation,  and  fusible  for 
The  System  to  melt  into  Gold  Bricks. 

There  are  two  Dollar-shops  in  the 
United  States. 

One  is  Uncle  Sam’s,  which  turns 
out  the  Real  Thing  for  the  Common 
People. 

The  other  belongs  to  The  System 
which  produces  Counterfeits  for  the 
same  market. 

Uncle  Sam’s  business  is  to  see  that 
the  Common  People  get  the  Real 
Dollars. 

The  System’s  business  is  to  see  that 
the  Common  People  give  up  the  Real 
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Dollar 
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Dollars  for  their  own  very  attractive 
Imitations. 

Uncle  Sam’s  DoIIar-shop,  known  as 
The  Mint,  is  open  to  anybody’s  in- 


Barred, 
Bolted  and 
Double- 
Locked 


spection  six  days  a week. 

The  System’s  Dollar-shop  is  peren- 
nially barred,  bolted,  and  double- 
locked,  and  the  key  thrown  away, 
whenever  any  of  the  Common  P eople 


' call  for  a show-down. 
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By  means  of  this  dark  secrecy  and 
profound  mystery  the  Counterfeits 
look  all  the  more  attractive  as  they 
glitteringly  drop  from  The  System’s 
hopper. 

Whenever  there  is  an  issue  of  The 
System’s  goods,  the  Common  People 
crowd  the  Ground  Floor.  All  greedily 
snatch  and  strain  for  the  biggest  Fist- 
ful. 

This  makes  it  all  the  easier  for  The 
System,  which  haughtily  doles  out  the 
Imitations  in  exchange  for  the  Real 
Dollars  so  violently  thrust  upom  them 
by  The  Common  People. 

The  Imitation  Dollar-shop  is  erected 
and  operated  upon  the  following  au- 
thentic rules  and  regulations,  secured, 
at  great  expense,  from  the  archives  of 
The  System. 

First  organize  a mammoth  corpo- 
ration whose  business  shall  be  the  con- 
trol of  a monopoly  of  some  natural 
product  which  meets  a national  neces- 
sity. We  suggest  a novelty,  such  as 
the  Breed-and-But^her  Rabbit  Com- 
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pany,  for  prospectus  of  which  see 
Chapter  Two. 

After  making  the  stock  sell  from 
$700  to  $950  a share,  paying  enor- 
mous dividends,  and  letting  it  be  known 
that  the  original  owners  would  not 
think  of  letting  any  of  their  holdings 
get  out  of  their  hands,  cautiously  pro- 
ceed to  utilize  the  Rabbit  Company 
stock  as  collateral  for  loans  from  the 
big  Banks  and  Trust  Insurance  Com- 
panies. 

With  the  money  thus  borrowed, 
judiciously  buy  a controlling  interest 
in  a few  hundred  Banks,  Trust  and 
Insurance  Companies  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Next  juggle  the  Funds  about  be- 
tween these  few  hundred  Banks  until 
the  result  looks  like  a bundle  of  Jack 
Straws  on  a windy  day.  This  pro- 
ceeding will  serve  to  swell  the  apparent 
deposits,  give  an  excuse  for  increased 
Capitalization,  and  create  a seeming 
necessity  for  establishing  additional 
trust  and  banking  companies. 
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Proceed  to  duly  organize  these  new 
trust  companies  and  banks,  with  dummy 
directors,  and  repeat  the  mcney  jug- 
glery, Jack  Straw  pattern.  In  fact, 
never  overlook  the  directions  for  ad- 
ministering a dose  of  Foolish  Finance: 
“Shake  Well  before  Using.” 

The  last  move  is  to  buy  a few 
choice  seats  in  Uncle  Sam’s  Treasury 
for  some  of  your  most  skilled  laborers. 
These  will  see  that  most  of  Uncle 
Sam’s  surplus  cash  is  always  stored  in 
your  own  Banks,  for  your  own  use 
and  behoof. 

And  now  your  Dollar-shop  is  built, 
lighted,  heated,  and  furnished  with  “all 
murderin’  conveniences.” 

The  process  of  making  dollars  may 
proceed  merrily  until  the  Crack  o’ 
Doom,  by  simply  following  the  methods 
outlined  in  Chapter  One,  in  which  the 
Farmer  with  thirty  cents  represents  the 
Common  People  everywhere,  and  the 
Gas-Pipe  Capitalist  your  own  preda- 
tory self. 

With  such  a Dollar-shop  fairly 
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No  Stage- 

Fright 

Possible 


under  way, — after  being  heavily  in- 
sured against  loss  from  fire,  burglars, 
injunctions,  and  newspaper  write-ups, 
— you  may  do  Wizard  tricks  with  the 
hard-earned  Millions  of  the  Common 
People  indefinitely,  without  getting 
stage-fright.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
blow  a Bubble  their  way  once  in  a 
while  to  keep  them  perpetually  credu- 
lous and  good-natured. 

But  in  running  an  Imitation  Dollar- 
shop,  mind  the  following: 
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1 . Never  talk.  I Mum’s 

2.  When  you  do  talk,  never  get  caught  the  Word 
with  Truth  between  your  teeth. 

3.  Get  the  Common  People’s  Real  Dol- 


Counterfeit  to-morrow.  The  Counterfeit  will  Earns 
seem  more  precious  to  them  for  having  to  Interest 


wait  for  it.  Besides,  the  Real  Dollar  will 
earn  you  a little  Interest  over  night. 


130 

FOOLISH  FINANCE 

The 

Malleable 

Memory 

4.  Never  put  a Deal  into  writing.  The 
arm  of  the  Law  is  long  and  strong,  but 
carries  no  latch-key  to  the  Cerebellum. 
Remember,  in  case  of  Litigation,  that  a 
McJleable  Memory  is  the  bulwark  of  a 
Favorable  Verdict;  also  that  a forgetful 
Tongue  is  rather  to  be  chosen  for  the  Wit- 
ness stand  thcin  a tell-tale  page  of  Penman- 
ship. 

5.  Never  neglect  Competition,  the  Life 
of  Trade  — but  see  that  the  Competitors  are 
both  in  your  own  employ. 

Espouse 

Philan- 

thropy 

6.  Always  espouse  openly  Charity,  Re- 
ligion, and  all  the  Virtues.  A few  thousands 
invested  in  Good  Works  always  bring  in 
several  Millions  in  trust  from  the  Common 
People. 

ANOTHER  HUMOROUS  BOOK 


No.  I in 
“The 
Foolish 
Series” 


The 

Foolish 

Dictionary 

BY  GIDEON  WURDZ 

Author  of  Foolish  Finance 

^ Over  fifty  illustrations  by  WaJlace  Gold- 
smith, who  drew  the  pictures  for  “ Foolish 
Finance.” 

^ More  than  1 00,000  copies  of  “ The 
Foolish  Dictionary”  have  been  sold,  and 
throughout  the  country  its  700  witty  defini- 
tions are  quoted  in  every  walk  of  life. 

^ It  is  a book  for  everybody  who  loves  fun 
in  words — in  fact,  it’s 

^ SDictionatp  of 

^ Bound  in  red  Cloth,  and  stamped  in  white 
foil,  uniform  with  ‘‘  Foolish  Financed*  l6o 
pages.  At  all  booksellers ; or,  sent  postage 
prepaid,  on  receipt  of  75  cents. 


JOHN  W.  LUCE  & COMPANY 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 


GROTESQUELY  HUMOROUS  DETECTIVE  STORY 


No.  2 in 
“ The 
Foolish 
Series  ” 


Stealthy 

The  Six- 
Eyed 

HIS  QUEST  OF  THE 
BIG  BLUE  DIAMOND 

BY 

NEWTON  NEWKIRK 

^ Surpassing  Baron  Munchausen  in  extrava- 
gance of  incident. 

^ A good-natured  satire  on  detective  fiction. 

STEALTHY  STEVE”  can  disguise 
himself  better  than  Monsieur  Le  Cocq,  can 
deduce  something  from  nothing  better  than 
Sherlock  Homes,  can  weave  the  web  of 
mystery  better  than  Anna  Katherine  Green, 
and  can  curl  the  hair  of  the  gentle  reader 
into  more  kinks  than  Old  Cap*  Collier. 

^ Fifty-two  humorous  illustrations  drawn  by 
the  author. 

^ Bound  in  blue  Cloth,  and  stamped  in  white 
foil,  uniform  with  Foolish  Financed^  At 
all  booksellers  ; or,  sent  postage  prepaid,  on 
receipt  of  75  cents. 


JOHN  W.  LUCE  & COMPANY 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 


SPARKS  FROM  A BRILLIANT  MIND 


Epigrams 

and 


“ This 
book 
will 
be 

appreciated 

by 

those 

with 

ability 

to 

distinguish 

between 

pearls 

and 

rhine- 

stones” 


Aphorisms 

BY 

OSCAR 

WILDE 

^ A complete  collection  embracing  the 
entire  range  of  Wilde’s  prose  work,  and 
preserving  in  concise  form  the  essence  of  the 
author’s  best  efforts. 


^ Bound  in  Onyx  Vellum  and  printed  on 
heavy  deckle-edge  paper.  At  all  book- 
sellers ; or,  sent  postage  prepaid  on  receipt 
of  $1.50. 

^ Fijty  numbered  copies^  printed  on  Japan 
Vellum^  at  $5.00  each. 


JOHN  W.  LUCE  & COMPANY 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 


HAVE  YOU  THE  PLAY  READING  FAD? 


A VERY  INTERESTING  PIECE 
OF  DRAMATIC  LITERATURE 

HERMANN 

SUDERMANN’S 


As 

compared 

with 

“ Magda  ” 
by  the 
same 
author, 
leading 
critics 
have 
declared 
that 

“ Fires  of 
St.  John  ” 
should 
take 
a 

higher 

place 


Fires  of 
St.  John 

Translated  into  English 
BY  CHARLES  SWICKARD 

fli  The  authorized  Nance  O’Neil  acting 
version.  ^ 

^ Printed  in  large,  clear  type. 

^ Frontispiece  sketch  of  the  young  Ameri- 
can tragedienne,  in  sepia. 

^ Cloth,  gilt  top.  At  all  booksellers;  or,  sent 
postage  prepaid  on  receipt  oj  $1.25. 


JOHN  W.  LUCE  & COMPANY 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 


IS  IT  THE  KEY  TO  THE  SHAW  PLAYS? 


The 
Boston 
Transcript 
regards 
this 
book  as 
“ so 

stimulating 
to  the 
world- 
wearied 
observer 
of 

slavish 
human 
convention 
that  its 
pages 
may  be 
read  and 
re-read 
with 

constantly 
increasing 
interest  ” 


I On  Going 
To  Church 

I BY 

G.  BERNARD  SHAW 

4 

^ ARNOLD  DALY,  the  recognized  mas- 
ter in  the  dramatic  interpretation  of  Shaw  in 
this  country,  says : “ Mr.  Shaw  has  taken 
pains  in  his  book, ‘ON  GOING  TO 
CHURCH,*  to  brush  away  any  uncer- 
tainty that  may  have  existed  regarding  his 
ideas  or  personality,  and  no  reader  of  it  can 
fail  of  a better  understanding  of  the  present 
leader  among  English  men  of  letters.** 

4 

^ Bound  in  Cloth,  paper  labels,  nniform 
with  the  Shaw  plays. 

At  all  booksellers;  or, sent  postage  prepaid 
on  receipt  of  cents. 

JOHN  W.  LUCE  & COMPANY 
i BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 
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